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USING CONCEPT CHECKING
QUESTIONS TO IMPROVE
VOCABULARY RETENTION
IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE
CLASSROOMS: EVIDENCE
FROM UZBEKISTAN

Ramazonov Jasurbek Safar O‘g'li
Teacher at the Department of Theoretical Aspects of the English
Language No. 2, Uzbekistan State World Languages University

Abstract: This article examines the role of Concept Checking Questions (CCQs) in improving vocabulary retention
among English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners in Uzbekistan. Due to globalization and educational reforms,
English language learning has become increasingly important, yet many learners struggle to retain and appropriately use
new vocabulary, especially when it is taught through translation-based methods. CCQs are introduced as an effective
instructional technique that helps learners develop a deeper understanding of word meaning through simple, focused
questions. Unlike traditional comprehension questions, CCQs are designed to check learners’ conceptual understanding
of vocabulary items and promote active cognitive processing. The study draws on relevant literature to highlight the theo-
retical basis of CCQs within interaction-based language teaching and meaningful learning approaches. Findings suggest
that CCQs enhance vocabulary retention by increasing learner engagement, clarifying meaning, and reducing misunder-
standings in classroom practice. The article concludes that integrating CCQs into vocabulary instruction can significantly
improve lexical learning and communicative competence in Uzbek EFL classrooms.

concept checking questions, vocabulary retention, interaction, proficiency.

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada O‘zbekistondagi ingliz tilini chet tili sifatida o‘rganuvchilar (EFL) orasida lug‘at boyligini
eslab qolishni yaxshilashda Concept Checking Questions (CCQs) ning o‘rni tahlil gilinadi. Globallashuv va ta’lim
sohasidagi islohotlar natijasida ingliz tilini o‘rganish tobora muhim ahamiyat kasb etayotgan bo‘lsa-da, ko‘plab o‘quv-
chilar, aynigsa tarjimaga asoslangan usullar orqali o‘rgatilgan yangi so‘zlarni eslab qolish va ularni to‘g‘ri go‘llashda
giyinchiliklarga duch kelmogda. CCQlar o‘quvchilarga so‘z ma’nosini sodda va magsadga yo‘naltiriigan savollar orqgali
chuqurroq anglashga yordam beruvchi samarali o‘gitish texnikasi sifatida taqdim etiladi. An’anaviy tushunishni tekshirish
savollaridan fargli ravishda, CCQlar o‘quvchilarning lug‘aviy birliklarni konseptual jihatdan tushunganligini aniglash va faol
kognitiv gayta ishlashni rag‘batlantirish uchun mo‘ljallangan. Tadgigot CCQlarning nazariy asoslarini interaksiyaga asos-
langan til o‘gitish hamda mazmunli o‘rganish yondashuvlari doirasida yorituvchi ilmiy adabiyotlarga tayanadi. Natijalar
shuni ko‘rsatadiki, CCQlar o‘quvchilar faolligini oshirish, ma’noni aniglashtirish va dars jarayonidagi tushunmovchiliklarni
kamaytirish orqali lug‘at boyligini eslab qolishni kuchaytiradi. Magola xulosasida CCQlarni lug‘at o‘qitish jarayoniga inte-
gratsiya qilish O‘zbekiston EFL sinflarida leksik o‘zlashtirish va kommunikativ kompetensiyani sezilarli darajada yax-
shilashi mumkinligi ta’kidlanadi.

concept checking questions, lug‘at boyligini eslab qolish, interaksiya, til kompetensiyasi.

AHHOTaumA: B gaHHon ctatbe paccmatpuBaetcs ponb Concept Checking Questions (CCQs) B MOBbILWEHNN YPOBHS
3anoMUHaHNUs NIEKCUKN Cpeay U3yyaroLlmx aHIMACKUIA 3bIK Kak MHoCcTpaHHbIM (EFL) B Y3bekuctaHe. B ycnoBusix rmo-
6anusaummn n obpasoBaTenbHbIX pedpopM M3yYeHne aHIUNCKOro A3blka NpuobpeTaeT BCE Gonbluee 3Ha4YeHue, ogHaKo
MHOTVe y4aLlMecs UCMbITbIBAOT TPYAHOCTY C 3aNOMUHaAHWEM U NPaBUIbHbLIM YNOTPe6NneHneM HOBOW NEKCUKMU, OCOBEHHO
ecnv OHa MpenofaéTcsl C MCMofb30oBaHNEM MepeBOdHbIX MeTofoB oby4veHusd. CCQ paccmatpuBalotcs kak addek-
TUBHBIV NeAarorMyeckmini HCTPYMEHT, MOMOratoLWmiA yqalmmMcs riybxe noHATb 3Ha4YeHWe CroB NOCPEACTBOM MPOCThIX
1 LeneHanpaBfeHHbIX BONPOCOB. B oTnnyne ot TpagnumMOHHBIX BOMPOCOB Ha NpoBepKy noHnMaHus, CCQ HanpaBneHbl
Ha BbISIBNIEHNE KOHLIENTYanbHOr0 MOHUMaHWSA MEeKCUYECKUX eAUHULL U CTUMYNMPOBaHWE akTMBHOW KOTHUTMBHOMW obpa-
60TKM MHdOpMaLuuK. MiccnegoBaHve onMMPaeTcst HAa HAaYYHYO NUTepaTypy, pacKkpblBatoLLyo TeopeTudeckme ocHoBbl CCQ
B paMKax MHTePaKTUBHOIO Oby4eHUst S3blKy U MNOAXOAO0B, OPUEHTUPOBAHHBLIX HA OCMbICIIEHHOE Oby4YeHue. Pesynbrartbl
nokasblBatoT, 4To ncnons3osaHve CCQ cnocobcTByeT nyylleMy 3anoMUHaHUIO CIIOBAPHOTO 3anaca 3a CHET MOBbILLEHUS
BOBJIEYEHHOCTY YYaLUMXCH, YTOYHEHNS 3HAYEHWIN CIIOB U CHYDKEHNS KONMYeCTBa HEAOMOHUMaHWM B y4ebHOM npoLiecce.
B 3akntoueHun noguépkmsaeTcs, 4to nHterpaumns CCQ B 06yyeHne NneKkcrKe MOXET CyLLEeCTBEHHO MOBbICUTb 3MEKTUB-
HOCTb YCBOEHMWS CIOBApPHOro 3amnaca 1 ypoBeHb KOMMYHUKaTMBHOM komneTeHummn B EFL-knaccax Y3bekucTaHa.

concept checking questions, 3anomMnHaHne nekcukn, B3anmMoaencTBne, A3blkoBas KOMNETEHLUS.
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One of the most significant developments of recent decades has been the growing process of global
integration, which has influenced all sectors of society, including higher education. In Uzbekistan, the expan-
sion of international cooperation in economic, cultural, scientific, and educational spheres has increased the
demand for professionals who possess effective foreign language skills. Consequently, proficiency in English
has become an essential component of higher education, enabling students to meet both communicative and
professional requirements in an increasingly interconnected world.

The ongoing internationalization of education has created a need to modernize existing curricula and
teaching practices. This includes revising foreign language programs, developing innovative courses that
complement traditional instruction, and implementing active learning methodologies that enhance educational
effectiveness. Such reforms are particularly important in higher education institutions, where the objective is
not only to provide theoretical knowledge but also to develop practical competencies relevant to contemporary
professional environments.

Therefore, the expectations placed upon graduates of higher education institutions in Uzbekistan continue
to rise. These requirements are justified by the need to prepare competitive specialists who can successfully
participate in both national and international labor markets (Rahimov, 2024).

Building on the growing importance of English language proficiency in Uzbekistan’s higher education
system, vocabulary knowledge represents one of the most fundamental components of successful language
learning. As globalization and international cooperation continue to increase the demand for effective commu-
nication skills, learners must develop a sufficient lexical repertoire to participate successfully in academic and
professional contexts. According to Schmitt (2000), lexical knowledge forms the core of communicative compe-
tence and serves as a crucial foundation for second language acquisition. Similarly, Nation (2001) highlights
the reciprocal relationship between vocabulary knowledge and language use, arguing that vocabulary develop-
ment facilitates communication, while active language use further expands learners’ lexical resources.

The significance of vocabulary acquisition extends beyond classroom learning and directly influences
learners’ ability to function effectively in real-world situations. Research has consistently demonstrated that
vocabulary knowledge is a key predictor of success in second language learning and plays a central role in
the production and comprehension of both spoken and written discourse (Laufer & Nation, 1999). In English
as a Foreign Language (EFL) settings, vocabulary serves as the foundation upon which the four language
skills-listening, speaking, reading, and writing-are developed. Furthermore, they emphasize that an adequate
vocabulary is indispensable for meaningful communication, as learners cannot effectively utilize grammat-
ical structures or language functions without sufficient lexical knowledge. Therefore, as Uzbekistan seeks to
prepare globally competitive graduates, fostering vocabulary development should remain a central objective of
English language education, enabling learners to access information, engage in professional communication,
and succeed in increasingly internationalized academic and workplace environments.

However, second language learners often experience difficulties when learning and retaining new vocab-
ulary, particularly during the early stages of language acquisition. To address this challenge, researchers have
proposed a variety of strategies, methods, and techniques aimed at facilitating vocabulary learning and reten-
tion. One such widely used classroom technique is the use of Concept Checking Questions (CCQs).

Concept Checking Questions (CCQs) are instructional questions designed to verify whether learners
have accurately understood the meaning of newly introduced vocabulary items or grammatical structures.
Unlike traditional comprehension questions used in reading or listening activities, CCQs focus specifically on
assessing learners’ understanding of lexical and grammatical concepts. Their primary purpose is not to eval-
uate comprehension of a text or audio material but to facilitate interaction between teachers and students in
order to ensure that the target language point has been clearly explained and effectively understood. Further-
more, CCQs can be employed in a variety of teaching contexts to assess learners’ understanding of language
functions, vocabulary, grammatical structures, and other linguistic concepts.

In many English language classrooms in Uzbekistan, vocabulary is predominantly taught through direct
translation into the learners’ first language. While this approach may help students recognize the basic meaning
of a lexical item, it does not always ensure a deeper understanding of its usage, connotations, and contextual
meaning. Consequently, learners often know the Uzbek equivalent of a word but experience difficulties when
attempting to use it appropriately in authentic communicative situations. To address this challenge, Concept
Checking Questions can be employed as an effective pedagogical tool. By encouraging learners to analyze
and verify their understanding of a target word through guided questions, CCQs promote deeper cognitive
processing and meaningful engagement with vocabulary, which can ultimately contribute to better retention and
more accurate language use in real-life contexts (Thornbury, 2002).
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Numerous researchers have investigated the role of CCQs in English language teaching. For example,
Workman (2006) proposed several principles for the effective use of Concept Checking Questions, including
careful preparation, the use of clear and concise questions, the incorporation of varied question types, and
attention to the vocabulary used in the questions themselves. The application of CCQs is closely connected
with major theories and approaches in second language acquisition, particularly the Interaction Hypothesis,
Comprehensible Input, Comprehensible Output, and the Negotiation of Meaning. These theoretical perspec-
tives suggest that meaningful interaction plays a crucial role in language development. In support of this
view, the author argued that learners’ language proficiency is enhanced through face-to-face communica-
tion and interactive exchanges. Within this framework, display and referential CCQs provide teachers with
valuable opportunities to assess learners’ understanding of linguistic input while simultaneously encouraging
active participation. Furthermore, it has been noted that the strategic use of questioning techniques increases
students’ speaking opportunities and classroom interaction, which in turn contributes to the production of richer
and more accurate language output. Consequently, CCQs serve not only as an assessment tool but also as
an effective pedagogical strategy for promoting learner engagement, interaction, and language development
in the classroom.

This study employs a qualitative research methodology based on a literature review and theoretical anal-
ysis. Relevant scientific sources related to vocabulary acquisition, Concept Checking Questions (CCQs), and
English language teaching were analyzed to examine the role of CCQs in improving vocabulary retention.
The study draws on previous research and pedagogical literature to identify the theoretical foundations, bene-
fits, and practical applications of CCQs in EFL classrooms. The collected information was analyzed through
descriptive and comparative methods to evaluate the effectiveness of CCQs in enhancing learners’ vocabulary
retention and communicative competence.

To illustrate how Concept Checking Questions can be applied in vocabulary instruction, the following
examples demonstrate the use of CCQs for checking learners’ understanding of newly introduced lexical items.
Target word: borrow

1. Do you take something or give something?

Must you return it later?

Is it yours?

Likewise, when teaching the adjective generous, the teacher may ask:
1. Does a generous person like sharing things with others?

Do they keep everything for themselves?

Do people usually feel happy with a generous person?

In addition to providing effective concept checking, CCQs should be designed according to several peda-
gogical principles. Liu (2025) emphasizes that CCQs should be simple, clear, and easy to understand. Teachers
should avoid unnecessarily complex questions so that EFL learners can respond more efficiently and demon-
strate their understanding without confusion. In the context of concept checking, yes/no questions are generally
considered more effective than complex WH-questions (e.g., what, when, where, and who), as they enable
teachers to assess learners’ comprehension more efficiently and reduce the likelihood of misunderstanding
during classroom interaction. Consequently, carefully designed CCQs can provide immediate feedback on
learners’ understanding while simultaneously supporting vocabulary retention and meaningful language use.

As English language proficiency continues to gain importance in Uzbekistan, effective vocabulary instruc-
tion has become a crucial component of successful language learning. Although many learners are able to
recognize the translated meaning of new words, they often struggle to use them appropriately in authentic
communicative situations. Concept Checking Questions offer a practical solution to this challenge by encour-
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aging deeper processing of lexical meaning and promoting active learner engagement. The literature reviewed
in this article suggests that CCQs contribute not only to the assessment of learners’ understanding but also to
vocabulary retention, classroom interaction, and language development. Therefore, English language teachers
in Uzbekistan are encouraged to integrate well-designed CCQs into their vocabulary instruction in order to
improve learners’ comprehension, retention, and communicative competence.
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