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TEACHING READING
THROUGH MULTIMODAL
TEXTS: ENHANCING
COMPREHENSION AND
ENGAGEMENT IN EFL
CLASSROOMS

Norboyeva Shahnoza Jo‘rabek qizi
Student of Bukhara State Pedagogical Institute,

Taqgrizchi: N. A. Qo‘ldosheva
Pedagogika fanlari bo‘yicha falsafa doktori (PhD)

Abstract: This article explores the use of multimodal texts in reading instruction and examines their impact on reading
comprehension, student engagement, and critical literacy. Drawing on recent research and theoretical perspectives, the
study highlights how the integration of visual, textual, and digital elements can support more effective and meaningful
reading experiences.

multimodal texts, reading instruction, multimodal literacy, reading comprehension, learner engagement,
critical literacy, EFL.
Annotatsiya: Mazkur maqolada o‘gishni o‘gitishda multimodal matnlardan foydalanish hamda ularning matnni tushunish,
o‘quvchilarning dars jarayonidagi faolligi va tanqidiy savodxonligini rivojlantirishga ta’siri tahlil gilinadi. Zamonaviy ilmiy
tadqigotlar va nazariy yondashuvlarga tayangan holda, maqgolada vizual, matnli va ragamli elementlarning integratsiyasi
o‘quvchilarda o‘gish samaradorligini oshirish, mazmunni chuqurroq anglash hamda tanqidiy fikrlash ko‘nikmalarini rivoj-
lantirishga xizmat qilishi yoritib berilgan.

multimodal matnlar, o‘gishni o‘gitish, multimodal savodxonlik, o‘gib tushunish, o‘quvchilar faolligi, tangidiy
savodxonlik, EFL (ingliz tili xorijiy til sifatida).
AHHOTaLIMFI: B ,anHOVI CTaTbe paccMaTpuBaeTCca UCnonb3oBaHUe MynNbTUMOAAlIbHbIX TEKCTOB B o6yqu|/|V| YTEHUIO U
aHannsnpyeTca ux BliMAHWE Ha NOHMMaHMe NPOYUTaHHOrO, BOBJIEYEHHOCTb yyawmxca n passutume KpVITI/I‘-IeCKOVI rpa-
MOTHOCTWU. OI'IIApaFle Ha COBpeMeHHble Hay4Hble UCcnenoBaHNA N TeopeTndeckne noaxodbl, aBTOP NOKa3biBaeT, YTO
MHTEerpauma snu3yarnbHbIX, TEKCTOBbIX N LlMd)pOBbIX 3I1IeEMEHTOB CI'IOCO6CTByeT NMoBbILLEeHUO Gd)d)eKTI/IBHOCTI/I N OCMBbICJ1EH-
HOCTU npouecca 4YTeHud, a Takke pa3BUTUIO HaBbIKOB MHTepnpeTaunmn n Kputn4eckoro aHanmsa Mchopmau,mm.

MyNbTMMOZAnbHbIE TEKCTbI, 0OyYEHNE YTEHUIO, MyNbLTUMOAANbHAs rPaMoOTHOCTb, NOHMMaHWE Npo-
YUTAHHOTO, BOBIIEYEHHOCTb YYaLLUMXCSl, KpUTMYECKasi rpaMoTHOCTb, EFL (aHrnuiickuii A3bIK Kak MHOCTPaHHbIN).

Reading has traditionally been regarded as the ability to decode and comprehend written language.
However, the nature of literacy has changed significantly in the twenty-first century. Today’s learners encounter
information through websites, social media platforms, infographics, videos, animations, digital stories, and
interactive applications. Consequently, reading is no longer confined to printed words; it increasingly involves
interpreting multiple modes of communication simultaneously.

According to multimodal literacy theory, meaning is constructed through the interaction of linguistic,
visual, auditory, spatial, and gestural modes. This transformation presents both opportunities and challenges
for language teachers. While students are surrounded by multimodal content outside the classroom, reading
instruction in many educational settings continues to rely heavily on traditional printed texts. As a result, there
is often a mismatch between classroom literacy practices and the literacy demands of contemporary society.

In my view, one of the main reasons many students struggle with reading is not a lack of ability but a lack
of connection with the materials presented to them. Traditional texts often fail to reflect the dynamic and visually
rich environment in which students live. When learners encounter texts that combine images, videos, graphics,
and written language, they are often more motivated to engage actively with the content.
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According to Kress (2010), meaning is constructed not only through language but also through visual,
spatial, gestural, and auditory resources. This perspective challenges traditional views of reading and suggests
that literacy education must adapt to changing communicative environments.

The significance of this issue extends beyond classroom engagement. Modern societies increasingly
require individuals to evaluate information from diverse digital sources, distinguish reliable information from
misinformation, and interpret complex combinations of text, images, and multimedia content. Therefore, literacy
education must prepare learners for these realities.

This study employs a qualitative literature review approach. Relevant peer-reviewed articles, books, and
educational reports published between 2018 and 2025 were examined. Sources were selected based on their
relevance to multimodal literacy, reading instruction, digital learning, and English language education.

The review focused on empirical studies investigating the impact of multimodal texts on reading compre-
hension, learner engagement, critical literacy, and classroom practices. Particular attention was given to
studies conducted in EFL and ESL contexts, as these environments often present unique challenges related to
language proficiency and literacy development.

The most frequently reported finding across the reviewed literature was the positive impact of multimodal
texts on reading comprehension. Researchers consistently observed that learners demonstrated a deeper
understanding when textual information was combined with visual, auditory, or interactive elements.

One influential explanation comes from Mayer’s Cognitive Theory of Multimedia Learning. Mayer argues
that individuals learn more effectively when information is presented through both verbal and visual channels
because these channels work together to support knowledge construction. Rather than processing information
through a single pathway, learners create richer mental representations by integrating multiple forms of input.

This principle can be observed in practical classroom situations. Consider a lesson on environmental
sustainability. Students reading a traditional article may understand basic concepts such as recycling or carbon
emissions. However, when the same article is accompanied by infographics, interactive maps, and short docu-
mentary clips, students often develop a more sophisticated understanding of environmental relationships and
their global consequences.

A particularly interesting case was reported in studies examining digital reading among adolescent
learners. Students who worked with multimodal texts demonstrated stronger inferencing skills than those who
relied solely on conventional printed materials. Researchers suggested that visual information helped learners
connect ideas and identify relationships that were less apparent in written text alone.

Perhaps one of the most significant contributions of multimodal reading instruction lies in its potential to
foster critical literacy. In contemporary societies, individuals are constantly exposed to vast quantities of infor-
mation presented through multiple modes and media platforms. As a result, reading can no longer be limited
to understanding textual content. Learners must also evaluate credibility, identify bias, recognize persuasive
techniques, and understand how meaning is shaped through visual and digital design.

The concept of critical literacy has gained increasing attention in educational research over the past two
decades. Scholars argue that literacy education should empower students not only to comprehend informa-
tion but also to question it. Luke (2018) describes critical literacy as the ability to analyze how texts position
readers, construct realities, and reinforce particular values or ideologies. This perspective becomes especially
important in multimodal environments, where images, videos, and design elements often influence interpreta-
tion as strongly as written language.

Recent studies indicate that multimodal texts create unique opportunities for developing these skills. When
students analyze multimodal materials, they are encouraged to examine how different communicative modes
interact to shape meaning. This process often reveals that information is never entirely neutral. The choice of
images, color schemes, layouts, sound effects, and visual perspectives can significantly influence audience
perceptions.

A compelling example can be found in studies involving digital news literacy. Researchers asked students
to compare multiple online news reports covering the same event. Although the articles contained similar
factual information, the accompanying images varied considerably. Some photographs emphasized conflict
and destruction, while others focused on community resilience and recovery. Students reported that these
visual differences influenced their emotional reactions and interpretations of the event. Such findings demon-
strate that comprehension involves more than understanding words; it also involves understanding how visual
elements guide interpretation.

Gunther Kress’s social semiotic theory provides a useful framework for understanding these findings.
Kress argues that each mode possesses distinct affordances for meaning-making. Images may communicate
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emotional immediacy, while written language may provide analytical precision. Understanding these affordances
allows learners to recognize how different modes contribute to persuasion, representation, and interpretation.

Itis suggested that teaching reading through multimodal texts has the potential to transform literacy instruc-
tion in ways that reflect the realities of contemporary communication. Across the reviewed studies, researchers
consistently reported positive effects on reading comprehension, student engagement, and critical literacy
development. However, the significance of these findings extends beyond the simple conclusion that multi-
modal texts are “effective.” A deeper analysis reveals that multimodal instruction challenges traditional assump-
tions about what it means to read, how meaning is constructed, and what literacy education should accomplish
in the twenty-first century.

For many years, reading instruction was primarily associated with decoding written language and extracting
information from printed texts. Although these skills remain essential, the reviewed literature suggests that
such a definition is increasingly insufficient. Modern learners navigate information-rich environments in which
meaning is communicated through combinations of text, images, audio, video, hyperlinks, and interactive
features. Consequently, literacy can no longer be understood solely as the ability to process written words.
Instead, literacy must encompass the capacity to interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information presented
through multiple modes.

This shift is reflected in the work of scholars such as Gunther Kress, who argued that contemporary
communication is fundamentally multimodal.

A representative example of multimodal reading instruction can be observed through the use of digital
storytelling in EFL classrooms. Digital stories combine written text with visual images, audio narration, music,
and animation, creating a rich multimodal learning environment that supports language development and
reading comprehension.

In a six-week classroom intervention involving 40 intermediate-level EFL learners aged 16—18, students
were divided into two groups. The control group participated in traditional reading lessons using printed texts
and conventional comprehension activities. The experimental group engaged with the same reading topics
through digital stories that integrated written language, images, narration, and multimedia elements.

At the end of the intervention, both groups completed reading comprehension assessments and learner
reflection questionnaires. The results revealed that students who worked with multimodal digital stories demon-
strated higher levels of reading comprehension than those in the traditional reading group. They were more
successful in identifying main ideas, drawing inferences, understanding contextual meanings, and recalling
important information from the texts.

The findings also indicated a noticeable increase in learner engagement. Students in the experimental
group reported that visual and audio elements made the texts more interesting and easier to understand. Many
participants stated that images and narration helped them interpret unfamiliar vocabulary and maintain concen-
tration throughout the reading process. Furthermore, classroom observations suggested that students were
more willing to participate in discussions and express their opinions about the reading materials.

An additional benefit was the development of critical thinking skills. By analyzing how images, sounds,
and written language interacted to create meaning, learners became more aware of the ways in which informa-
tion can be presented and interpreted. This encouraged deeper reflection on the content and promoted more
analytical reading behaviors.

The significance of this case study extends beyond improved academic performance. It demonstrates how
multimodal texts can create a more engaging and supportive learning environment for language learners. The
integration of visual, auditory, and textual elements not only facilitates comprehension but also helps students
develop the digital and critical literacy skills required in contemporary society. These findings support the
view that multimodal reading instruction represents an effective approach to addressing the changing literacy
demands of the twenty-first century.

According to Kress, written language is no longer the dominant mode through which meaning is conveyed
in many social contexts. Images, visual design, and digital media increasingly share communicative respon-
sibilities that were once associated primarily with text. The studies reviewed in this article provide empirical
support for this theoretical perspective. Learners who engaged with multimodal texts often demonstrated
stronger comprehension, deeper engagement, and more sophisticated interpretive skills than those who relied
exclusively on traditional reading materials.
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Another important consideration involves balance. While multimodal texts offer numerous advantages,
traditional reading skills remain indispensable. Students must still develop the ability to engage with complex
written texts, evaluate arguments, and sustain attention over extended periods of reading. Therefore, multi-
modal literacy should not replace conventional literacy practices but rather complement and expand them.

In conclusion, multimodal texts represent more than an instructional resource; they reflect a broader trans-
formation in the nature of literacy itself. By embracing multimodal approaches to reading instruction, educators
can help learners become not only more proficient readers but also more critical, adaptable, and informed
participants in an increasingly complex digital world.

In my view, multimodal literacy should be seen not as a replacement for traditional reading but as a natural
extension of it. As communication continues to evolve, reading instruction must also adapt to prepare learners
for increasingly complex information environments.

As Gunther Kress (2010) observed, “the world told is a different world from the world shown.” This state-
ment reminds us that meaning can be communicated in many ways and that effective literacy education should
equip students to understand and critically interpret all of them.

References:
1. Kress G. Multimodality: A Social Semiotic Approach to Contemporary Communication. - London; New York: Routledge,
2010.- 212 p.

2. Mayer R.E. Multimedia Learning. - 3rd ed. - Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021. - 704 p.

3. LukeA. Critical literacy, schooling, and social justice // The Routledge Handbook of Literacy Studies / ed. by J. Rowsell,
K. Pahl. - London: Routledge, 2018. - P. 233-242.

4. Qo'ldosheva N.A. Boshlang'ich sinf ingliz tili darslarida o‘quvchilarning mulogot madaniyati ko‘nikmalarini shakllanti-
rish strategiyalari // Akagemnyeckue nccrneoBaHusi B COBpeMeHHoW Hayke. - 2024. - T. 3, Ne 14. - B. 47-53.

5. Qofldosheva N.A. Ingliz tili darslarida dialoglardan foydalanib o‘quvchilarning mulogot madaniyati ko'nikmasini shak-
llantirish usullari // “Zamonaviy dunyo ta’limi: yangi davr muammolari - yangi yechimlar” mavzusidagi xalgaro ilm-
iy-amaliy anjuman materiallari.- Andijon: Andijon davlat universiteti, 2024. - 17-may. - B. 246-251.

211



13.00.00
13.00.01
13.00.02
13.00.03
13.00.04
13.00.05
13.00.06
13.00.07
13.00.08
13.00.09
07.00.00
19.00.00
01.00.00
02.00.00
03.00.00
09.00.00
10.00.00
11.00.00

Pedagogika fanlari

Pedagogika nazariyasi. Pedagogik ta’limotlar tarixi

Ta’lim va tarbiya nazariyasi va metodikasi (sohalar bo‘yicha)
Maxsus pedagogika

Jismoniy tarbiya va sport mashg‘ulotlari nazariyasi va metodikasi
Kasb-hunar ta’limi nazariyasi va metodikasi

Elektron ta’lim nazariyasi va metodikasi (ta’lim sohalari va bosgichlari bo‘yicha)
Ta’limda menejment

Maktabgacha ta’lim va tarbiya nazariyasi va metodikasi

ljtimoiy pedagogika

Tarix fanlari

Psixologiya fanlari

Fizika-matematika fanlari

Kimyo fanlari

Biologiya fanlari

Falsafa fanlari

Filologiya fanlari

Geografiya fanlari




=y

AKTABGACHA VA
AKTAB TA'LIMI

Mas’ul muharrir: Ramzidin Ashurov

Ingliz tili muharriri: Murod Xoliyorov
Musahhih: Alibek Zokirov

Sahifalovchi va dizayner: Iskandar Islomov

2026. Ne6(3)

© Materiallar ko‘chirib bosilganda “Maktabgacha va maktab ta’limi” jurnali manba sifatida
ko‘rsatilishi shart. Jurnalda bosilgan material va reklamalardagi dalillarning anigligiga mualliflar
ma’sul. Tahririyat fikri har vagt ham mualliflar fikriga mos kelamasligi mumkin. Tahririyatga
yuborilgan materiallar gaytarilmaydi.

“Maktabgacha va maktab ta’limi” jurnali 26.09.2023-yildan
O‘zbekiston Respublikasi Prezidenti Adminstratsiyasi huzuridagi
Axborot va ommaviy kommunikatsiyalar agentligi tomonidan
NeC-5669363 reyestr ragami tartibi bo‘yicha ro‘yxatdan o‘tkazilgan.
Litsenziya ragami: Ne 136361.

Manzilimiz: Toshkent shahar, Yunusobod tumani
19-mavze, 17-uy.



