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CHALLENGES IN
TRANSLATING BEHAVIORAL
VERBS: A LEXICOGRAPHIC
PERSPECTIVE FROM ENGLISH
AND UZBEK

Elchayev Zokhidjon Akhmatovich
Senior Teacher at the University of Economics and Pedagogy

Abstract: This paper analyzes the challenges of translating behavioral verbs between English and Uzbek from a lexico-
graphic perspective. Focusing on entry microstructure (sense partitioning, valency frames, usage labels, examples, syn-
onym/antonym networks, and phraseology), it shows how asymmetries in evaluation, constructional packaging (light-verb
constructions, reflexivity, case governance), and culture-specific norms (politeness, hierarchy, religious-moral codes)
complicate equivalence.

behavioral verbs; translation challenges; lexicography; English-Uzbek; valency; pragmatics; light-verb con-
struction.

Annotatsiya: Ushbu magqola ingliz va o‘zbek tillari o‘rtasida xulg-atvor fe'llarini tarjima qilishdagi muammolarni leksi-
kografik nugtai nazardan tahlil giladi. Lug‘aviy magola mikrostrukturasi (ma’no bo‘linishi, valentlik, uslubiy/pragmatik bel-
gilash, misollar, sinonim—antonim tarmoglari va frazeologiya) asosida baholash, konstruktsion ifodalanish (yengil fe'llar,
o'zlik, kelishik boshqaruvi) va madaniy me’yorlar (odob—ehtirom, ierarxiya, diniy—axloqgiy gadriyatlar)dagi assimetriyalar
ekvivalentlikni murakkablashtirishini ko‘rsatadi.

xulg-atvor fe’llari; tarjima muammolari; leksikografiya; ingliz-o'zbek; valentlik; pragmatika; yengil fe’l.

AHHoTauums: CtaTbs paccMmaTpmBaeT I'IpOGJ'IeMbI nepesoa NnoBeeHYEeCKUX rmarosioB Mexay QHITIUACKUM U y36eKCKMM
C NneKcukorpadmyeckon To4KM 3peHuns. Ha ocHose MWKPOCTPYKTYpPbI CNoBapHOW cTaTbu (‘-IJ'IeHEHVIe 3HaYEeHW, BaNeHT-
HOCTb, CTUITUCTUKO-NparMmaTtn4eckme nomeTbl, nNpumepbl, cetun CYHOHUMWUW/@HTOHUMUKN 1 ¢>pa3eonorvm) NMOKa3aHo, 4To
aCMMMETPUN B OLIEHOYHOCTH, KOHCprKLI,VIOHHOVI ynakoBke (J'IéFKVIe rnarosbl, pernekcMBHOCTb, NagexHoe ynpaBneHme)
N KyNnbTYPHbIX HOpMax (Be)KJ'IVIBOCTb, nepapxuma, perimrmo3Ho-HpaBCTBEHHbIE KO,CI,bI) 3aTPYAHAKOT 3KBMBANEHTHOCTb.

noBefdeHYecK/e rnaronbl; Npobnembl Nepeeoaa; nekcukorpagusi; aHrno-y36eKCKknin; BareHTHOCTb;
nparmaTuka; nérkvim rraron.

Behavioral verbs encode socially regulated conduct-self-control, obedience, hesitation, boasting, insulting,
apologizing-and are thus steeped in cultural scripts and interactional expectations. Translating them is diffi-
cult not because their referents are obscure, but because evaluation, pragmatics, and grammar intertwine.
English often uses simplex verbal lexemes (behave, obey, insult), while Uzbek frequently packages equivalent
meanings through periphrastic light-verb constructions (itoat etmoq, haqgorat gilmoq), reflexive patterns (o‘zini
tutmoq), or case-governed complements. 2l 3411, [6:8]

Additionally, the cultural nuances embedded in behavioral verbs further complicate translation efforts. In
English, the directness of verbs like “boast” or “apologize” carries specific social connotations that may not
have one-to-one lexical counterparts in Uzbek. Instead, Uzbek expressions often rely on contextual modifiers
or culturally specific idiomatic phrases that convey similar social judgments or levels of politeness. This neces-
sitates not only linguistic accuracy but also cultural sensitivity to preserve the intended pragmatic force. Conse-
quently, translators must balance semantic equivalence with sociocultural appropriateness, ensuring that the
target-language expression aligns with the interactional expectations of Uzbek speakers while maintaining
fidelity to the source text’s evaluative and pragmatic dimensions.
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The translation of behavioral verbs represents a complex area of research situated at the intersection of
semantics, pragmatics, translation studies, and lexicography. Behavioral verbs often encode culturally regu-
lated actions, social evaluations, and interpersonal attitudes, making their translation particularly challenging
across languages such as English and Uzbek. Consequently, this issue has attracted considerable attention
from linguists, lexicographers, and translation scholars.

In lexicographic theory, the works of Henning Bergenholtz and Sven Tarp have significantly contributed to
the development of user-oriented lexicography. Their studies emphasize the importance of dictionary micro-
structure, including sense definitions, usage labels, examples, and grammatical information, in facilitating accu-
rate interpretation and translation. These principles are particularly relevant for behavioral verbs, whose mean-
ings frequently depend on contextual and pragmatic factors.

The semantic foundations of behavioral verb analysis can be traced to the work of John Lyons, who high-
lighted the close relationship between meaning and context. According to Lyons, lexical meaning cannot be
fully understood in isolation from the communicative situations in which linguistic units occur. This perspective
is essential for understanding the pragmatic complexities involved in translating behavioral verbs between
English and Uzbek.

Translation scholars such as Mona Baker have further explored the concept of equivalence, demonstrating
that lexical and grammatical correspondences across languages are often partial rather than absolute. Baker
argues that translators frequently rely on paraphrase, semantic approximation, and contextual adaptation when
direct equivalents are unavailable. This observation is especially applicable to behavioral verbs, which often
exhibit differences in evaluative meaning, valency patterns, and pragmatic force.

Research conducted by Anna Wierzbicka on cultural scripts and intercultural communication has also
provided valuable insights into the interpretation of behavioral verbs. Her studies suggest that many behav-
ioral expressions reflect culturally specific norms, values, and expectations. Therefore, successful translation
requires not only linguistic competence but also sensitivity to the sociocultural frameworks underlying verbal
behavior.

In Uzbek linguistics, the contributions of Abdug‘ani Hojiyev, Shavkat Rahmatullayev, and Nizomiddin
Mahmudov have enriched the study of lexicology, semantics, and lexicography. Their works examine the
semantic structure, stylistic characteristics, and functional properties of lexical units, providing a theoretical
basis for comparative analyses of English and Uzbek behavioral verbs.

Areview of the existing literature indicates that the principal challenges in translating behavioral verbs stem
from semantic asymmetries, valency differences, pragmatic variation, cultural norms, and constructional diver-
gences between languages. However, relatively little attention has been devoted to examining these issues
from the perspective of lexicographic microstructure in a systematic English-Uzbek comparison. The present
study seeks to address this gap by investigating how lexicographic design can contribute to more accurate and
culturally appropriate translation of behavioral verbs.

We consult advanced learner’s and collegiate English dictionaries and widely used Uzbek explanatory,
phraseological, and bilingual sources, focusing on behave/misbehave, hesitate, obey/disobey, insult, apolo-
gize, boast and their Uzbek counterparts: o‘zini tutmoq, beodobona tutmoq, ikkilanmoq, itoat etmoq, itoatsizlik
gilmoq, hagorat gilmoq, uzr so‘ramoq, maqtanmogq. [ €112

Lexicographic microstructure comprises: headword and POS, sense partitioning and ordering, labels
(register, evaluation, taboo), valency/subcategorization frames, examples, and lexical networks. Behavioral
verbs form radial categories whose core senses are anchored in social scripts (etiquette, authority, deference).
Cross-linguistically, English favors compact verbal lexemes and clausal complements (hesitate to V), whereas
Uzbek favors LVCs (N+gilmog/etmoq), case-governed NPs (-ga/-ni), and reflexive strategies (o‘zini). These
packaging differences create invisible traps if not foregrounded in entries. 4% [1:212]

Equivalence in this domain is graded: full equivalents are rare; partial overlaps and paraphrastic/construc-
tional correspondences dominate. Consequently, dictionary design must articulate not only “what equals what”
but also “how it behaves syntactically and pragmatically.” (11281

We perform a contrastive reading of representative entries, extracting: (i) sense inventories and evaluative
stance; (ii) valency patterns and complement types; (iii) labels; (iv) examples and their role clarity; (v) synonym/
antonym links and phraseology; (vi) bilingual equivalences and construction tags. We then identify recurrent
translation errors and map them to missing or weak microstructural cues. 26 6:73 (5:88]
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Core challenges in translating behavioral verbs. English behave typically splits a neutral sense “conduct
oneself’ from etiquette- or authority-oriented subsenses; the imperative Behave yourself! bears child-directed
connotations. Uzbek distributes evaluation across different expressions: o‘zini tutmoq (neutral self-control),
odob saglamoq (positive norm adherence), beodobona tutmoq (negative breach). Naively mapping behave —
o'zini tutmoq can flatten evaluative distinctions and misplace pragmatic force. U!:23 6:112],

Moreover, the complexity of behavioral verbs is further heightened by their interaction with sociocultural
norms and situational contexts, which vary significantly between English and Uzbek. For instance, the level of
formality, the social status of interlocutors, and cultural expectations of politeness influence verb choice and
usage patterns in both languages. Translators must navigate these contextual layers to render behavioral verbs
not only semantically correct but pragmatically appropriate. This often requires reformulating or supplementing
source-language expressions to align with the target culture’s interactional conventions. Failure to account for
these factors can lead to pragmatic incongruities, such as over- or under-marking politeness, which may distort
the speaker’s intended stance or relational dynamics. Hence, effective translation of behavioral verbs demands
an integrative approach that combines linguistic analysis with cultural insight and pragmatic sensitivity.

Remedy (lexicographic). Align senses across languages explicitly: mark Uzbek equivalents by evaluative
polarity and discourse domain (etiquette/authority/child-directed). Provide minimal pairs in examples (formal
ceremony vs. family reprimand). [':24

Derivational asymmetry and antonymy. English misbehave leverages productive mis-; Uzbek commonly
uses periphrasis or evaluative morphology (yomon xulg ko‘rsatmoq; beodoblik gilmoq). Without cross-links,
translators may miss antonymic relations or select overly formal/colloquial renderings. 352 794,

Remedy. Cross-reference behave < misbehave with Uzbek odob/beodob families; tag antonymy across
morphology (simplex vs. LVC/derivation). Include register labels for Uzbek beodobona to avoid overuse in
formal contexts. [5:80].

Valency shifts and complement types. Hesitate regularly selects to-infinitival complements and PP
about; Uzbek ikkilanmoq often takes -ishga (verbal noun) or NP haqida. Direct calquing leads to errors (e.g.,
“hesitate about to speak”). Similarly, obey is transitive (obey the rules), while itoat etmoq governs dative -ga
(qoidaga itoat etmoq). 261 [1:212]. [6:89]

Remedy. Add valency lines in both languages with governance markers: hesitate: intr.; [to V]; [about NP/
gerund]. Ikkilanmoq: intr.; [V-ishga]; [NP hagida]. Obey: tr. [obey NP]; ltoat etmoq: intr./LVC [NP-ga]. Mirror
examples to highlight case/preposition contrasts. 297}

Pragmatics, register, and offense. Insult carries strong offense labels and legal overtones in English
entries; Uzbek haqgorat gilmoq can be treated more neutrally in explanatory dictionaries, with offense signaled
implicitly. 8141} [6:731

Remedy. Adopt a compact triad of labels: register (formal/neutral/colloquial), evaluative force (mild/disap-
proving/pejorative), and discourse/legal (taboo/offensive/legal risk). Apply consistently to both English and
Uzbek entries. 412

Constructional equivalents and light-verb bias. Many Uzbek equivalents are LVCs (itoatsizlik gilmoq,
uzr so‘ramoq). Translators from Uzbek to English may overproduce do/make paraphrases or miss simplex
English verbs (apologize, disobey). From English to Uzbek, learners may calque simplex verbs and ignore
required nominal bases and case. "'

Remedy. Mark construction type (LVC) in equivalence panels; list canonical pairings (apologize — uzr
so‘ramogq; disobey — itoatsizlik gilmoq). Provide contrastive examples and warn against literal do/make calques
in English. [6:126]

Phraseology and cultural anchoring. English entries often foreground collocations (boast about/of;
behave badly/well), while Uzbek sources frequently connect to proverbs and normative sayings, which carry
implicit evaluation. Translators who rely on bare definitions risk losing socio-cultural nuance or picking an infe-
licitous collocation. (1466l

Furthermore, addressing the interplay between phraseology and cultural anchoring requires lexicographic
resources to incorporate culturally salient expressions and normative frameworks explicitly. By integrating prov-
erbs, idiomatic phrases, and culturally embedded evaluative markers into the entries, dictionaries and transla-
tion tools can better guide users in capturing not only the denotative meaning but also the connotative and prag-
matic dimensions of behavioral verbs. This enriched approach supports translators and learners in producing
contextually appropriate and culturally resonant translations, mitigating the risk of pragmatic mismatch or loss
of subtle social cues.
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Translating behavioral verbs between English and Uzbek is a high-stakes exercise in aligning evaluation,
pragmatics, and grammar. The most frequent errors trace back to microstructural omissions: unstated valency
and governance, unmarked construction types, and weak pragmatic labeling. A valency-forward, construc-
tion-aware, and pragmatics-explicit lexicographic design-reinforced by dual examples and sense-aligned
equivalence panels-substantially reduces mistranslation risk and improves usability for learners, translators,
and educators.

Future research should continue to explore the dynamic interplay between linguistic structures and cultural
norms that shape behavioral verb usage in both languages. Incorporating corpus-based evidence and authentic
communicative contexts can enrich the empirical foundation for lexicographic representations and translation
models. Additionally, interdisciplinary collaboration among linguists, translators, and cultural experts will be vital
to develop resources that not only address microstructural gaps but also capture the nuanced pragmatic effects
essential for accurate and culturally sensitive translation.
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