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LEXICOGRAPHIC FEATURES
OF ONOMASTIC UNITS

IN ENGLISH AND UZBEK
DICTIONARIES

Berdiyeva Mashhura Tulgin qizi
Independent Researcher, Karshi State University
Orcid ID - 0009-0009-9205-2791

Abstract: This article investigates the lexicographic features of onomastic units in English and Uzbek dictionaries from a
comparative perspective. The study examines the representation of anthroponyms, toponyms, and other proper names in
monolingual and bilingual lexicographic sources, focusing on transliteration, etymological explanation, semantic transpar-
ency, and cultural interpretation. Special attention is given to the role of onomastic units as carriers of historical, linguistic,
and cultural information. The research employs comparative and descriptive methods to analyze similarities and differ-
ences in the treatment of proper names in English and Uzbek lexicography. The findings reveal that English dictionaries
tend to provide extensive etymological and historical notes, while Uzbek dictionaries emphasize semantic meaning and
cultural associations. The article highlights the importance of standardization, cross-referencing, and cultural annotations
in improving bilingual dictionary quality and enhancing learners’ intercultural competence. The study concludes that effec-
tive lexicographic treatment of onomastic units contributes significantly to accurate translation, cultural understanding,
and the development of modern bilingual lexicography.

onomastics, lexicography, bilingual dictionaries, anthroponyms, toponyms, transliteration, etymology, cul-
tural annotation, English lexicography, Uzbek lexicography.

Annotatsiya: Mazkur maqolada ingliz va o'zbek lug‘atlaridagi onomastik birliklarning leksikografik xususiyatlari giyosiy
jihatdan tadqiq etiladi. Tadgiqotda antroponimlar, toponimlar va boshga atogli otlarning monolingval hamda ikki tilli lug‘at-
lardagi ifodalanishi transliteratsiya, etimologik izoh, semantik shaffoflik va madaniy talgin nuqgtayi nazaridan tahlil gilinadi.
Onomastik birliklarning tarixiy, lingvistik va madaniy axborot tashuvchisi sifatidagi o‘rniga alohida €e’tibor garatiladi. Tad-
gigotda qgiyosiy va tavsifiy metodlardan foydalanilib, ingliz va o‘zbek leksikografiyasida atogli nomlarning berilishidagi
o'xshash va fargli jihatlar aniglanadi. Natijalar ingliz lug‘atlarida etimologik va tarixiy izohlar kengroq berilishi, ozbek
lug‘atlarida esa semantik ma’no hamda milliy-madaniy xususiyatlar ustuvor ekanligini ko‘rsatadi. Maqolada standart-
lashtirish, kross-referensiya va madaniy izohlarning ikki tilli lug‘atlar sifatini oshirish hamda o‘quvchilarning madaniyat-
lararo kompetensiyasini rivojlantirishdagi ahamiyati yoritiladi. Tadgiqot xulosalariga ko‘ra, onomastik birliklarning samarali
leksikografik talgini tarjima aniqgligi, madaniy tushunish va zamonaviy ikki tilli leksikografiya taraqgiyotiga muhim hissa
go‘shadi.

onomastika, leksikografiya, ikki tilli lug‘atlar, antroponimlar, toponimlar, transliteratsiya, etimologiya, madaniy
izoh, ingliz leksikografiyasi, o'zbek leksikografiyasi.

AHHOTaumsA: B gaHHOW cTaTbe paccmaTpuBalOTCs JekcuKorpaduyeckne OCOOEHHOCTM OHOMACTUYECKMX eOuHuL B
AHIMUNCKUX 1 Y3DEKCKMX CroBapsix B CPaBHUTENbHOM acnekTte. MccrnenoBaHne NocBsILLEHO NPeacTaBeHno aHTpomno-
H/MOB, TOMOHVMMOB W OPYrMX UMEH COBCTBEHHbIX B OAHOSI3bIYHBIX U ABYS3bIYHbIX NIEKCUKOrPaUHECKNX NCTOYHMKAX C
TOYKM 3pEHNs TpaHCNMTEPaLMn, STUMOSOIMYECKNX KOMMEHTapUEB, CEMaHTUYECKOM NPO3PaYHOCTUN U KyJIBTYPHOW UHTEp-
npetaunm. Ocoboe BHUMaHVE yOENsieTCA PO OHOMACTUYECKUX €AMHULL KaK HOCUTENEN MCTOPUYECKOM, NIMHIBUCTUYE-
CKOW M KynbTypHOW MHopMaumu. B paboTte ncnonb3ytoTcs CpaBHUTENbHbIA Y ONUcaTENbHbIA METOAbI ANS BbISIBNEHNS
CXOACTB M pasnuyuin B NPeAcTaBlEHUN UMEH COOCTBEHHbIX B @HITIMACKOM M y3GeKcKon nekcukorpadumm. Pesynbrarthl
MOKa3bIBaIOT, YTO aHIMMINCKNE CrOBapK Yalle CoaepaTt NnoapobHbIe 3TUMONOrMYeckme U UCTOpMYECKMe CBeaeHWSs, Toraa
Kak y3beKkcKue crioBapy akLeHTUPYT BHUMAHME Ha CEMAaHTMYECKOM 3HAYEHUN Y HaLMOHabHO-KYNBTYPHBIX OCOBEHHO-
cTsx. B ctatbe nog4EpkmMBaeTCca BaXKHOCTb CTaHAaPTM3aLMKU, NEPEKPECTHBIX CChINMOK M KYNbTYPHBIX KOMMEHTapPWEB AN
MOBBbILLIEHNS Ka4ecTBa ABYSA3blYHbIX CIOBApPEN 1 pasBUTUS MEXKYbTYPHOM KOMNETEHLMN yyalumxcs. [lenaeTcs BbIBOA, O
TOM, YTO 3hheKTNBHASA NEKCMKorpadmyeckas MHTepnpeTaunsi OHOMacTUYECKUX eAVHUL, CMOCOOCTBYET TOYHOCTM nepe-
BOAA, KyNnbTYPHOMY B3aVMOMOHUMAHUIO U Pa3BUTUIO COBPEMEHHON ABYSA3bIYHOM NEKCMKOrpaduu.

OHOMacTUKa, Nekcmkorpadus, ABYA3bIYHbIE CIIOBAPU, aHTPOMOHUMBbI, TONMOHUMbI, TPAHCIUTEPaLVS,
3TUMONOTUS, KyNbTYPHbI KOMMEHTapWI, aHImunckas nekcukorpadus, ysbekckas nekcmkorpadus.
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The fascinating world of onomastics, the scientific study of proper names, provides a unique lens through
which to examine the intricate connections between language, culture, and human identity. Within this expan-
sive field, the lexicographic features of onomastic units—how names are recorded, defined, and presented in
dictionaries—offer a rich area for comparative linguistic investigation, particularly when contrasting languages
such as English and Uzbek. This exploration delves into the theoretical foundations of onomastics and lexicog-
raphy, outlines a robust methodology for comparative analysis, presents the findings of such a comparison, and
concludes with a synthesis of key observations.

Onomastics stands as a profoundly interdisciplinary field, touching upon nearly every facet of human
endeavor. This is because naming is an inherent human tendency that serves to categorize, identify, and imbue
the world with meaning. Names are far more than mere labels; they are powerful carriers of identity, social
emotion, aesthetic expression, and communicative strategy.

Lexicography, the art and science of compiling dictionaries, plays an indispensable role in capturing and
presenting onomastic units. It encompasses both practical lexicography—the actual compilation and editing of
dictionaries—and theoretical lexicography, which explores the systematic study of a language’s vocabulary and
the optimal organization of dictionary information. The ultimate goal is to create user-friendly dictionaries that
provide accurate, comprehensive, and accessible information.

In the context of English and Uzbek, the lexicographic treatment of onomastic units presents unique chal-
lenges and opportunities. English dictionaries, often benefiting from a long history of documentation, typi-
cally provide extensive etymological information, historical contexts, and, in some cases, multiple definitions or
shades of meaning for proper names. For instance, a name such as “William” may include its Germanic origin,
references to historical figures associated with the name, and commonly used diminutives.

To analyze the lexicographic features of onomastic units in English and Uzbek dictionaries effectively, a
comprehensive research methodology is essential. This typically involves a descriptive-analytical approach,
combining qualitative analysis with comparative linguistics. The corpus for such a study would ideally consist
of representative English monolingual dictionaries (such as the Oxford English Dictionary or Merriam-Web-
ster), English—-Uzbek bilingual dictionaries, and Uzbek—English bilingual dictionaries, supplemented by Uzbek
linguistic literature focusing on onomastics and phraseology. The selected dictionaries provide the empirical
data for examining how names are presented in each language and in cross-linguistic contexts.

A critical aspect of the methodology involves evaluating standardization practices in bilingual dictionaries.
This includes assessing the consistency of transliteration schemes and the overall structure of entries. The
entire framework is informed by current discussions within onomastic scholarship, particularly regarding the
concept of “onomastic scope,” the challenges of transliteration, and best practices in bilingual lexicography.
Literary onomastic theory is also incorporated to interpret how names function in fictional contexts, providing a
deeper understanding of their cultural significance.

Validation of findings would ideally involve expert consultation with linguists specializing in Turkic languages
and English lexicography, ensuring the accuracy and relevance of the comparative analysis. This rigorous
approach guarantees a comprehensive examination of lexicographic practices across both monolingual and
bilingual resources, highlighting both commonalities and unique characteristics.

The comparative analysis of English and Uzbek onomastic units in dictionaries reveals both shared prin-
ciples in name documentation and distinct approaches shaped by linguistic structures and cultural priorities.
English dictionaries typically offer detailed entries for toponyms and anthroponyms, frequently including their
etymological origins and usage notes. Transliteration of English proper names is generally straightforward
when adapting them to other Latin-script languages, but it can become intricate when mapping them into
non-Latin scripts, such as Uzbek (which has historically used both Latin and Cyrillic scripts). For instance, the
name “Shakespeare” would likely have a clear entry detailing its etymology and historical significance.

In contrast, Uzbek dictionaries tend to emphasize semantic transparency, reflecting the frequent occur-
rence of meaningful names in Uzbek culture. Onomastic items are often integrated into broader literary and
cultural contexts, demonstrating their role as cultural carriers. This approach aligns with the understanding
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that names in Uzbek frequently convey specific meanings, aspirations, or historical references. For example,
a name such as “Gulnara” (meaning ‘pomegranate flower’) would likely have its semantic meaning highlighted
alongside any historical or literary associations.

Cross-linguistic studies consistently show that phraseological units containing onomastic components
(e.g., fixed expressions incorporating personal or place names) serve as powerful anchors of cultural meaning
in both English and Uzbek. While parallels exist in how names are used figuratively, divergences also emerge,
reflecting unique cultural narratives and historical experiences. An English idiom such as “Achilles’ heel” carries
a distinct cultural resonance compared to an Uzbek phrase derived from a national epic.

Onomastics profoundly influences how dictionaries encode culture and identity through the nuanced
presentation of names. Both English and Uzbek dictionaries share the critical challenge and significant oppor-
tunity of meticulously documenting these important linguistic units. Transliteration consistency emerges as an
essential element of effective bilingual lexicography, ensuring clarity and reducing ambiguity across languages.
Etymological notes on proper names should be explicit and comprehensively cross-referenced, providing a rich
account of their historical and linguistic origins.

Furthermore, phraseological units containing onomastic components require systematic and thor-
ough treatment across languages in order to capture their deep cultural embeddedness. Anthroponyms and
toponyms frequently necessitate expansion beyond simple headword entries, requiring more detailed expla-
nations of their significance. Standardization efforts must be rigorously prioritized in bilingual dictionaries to
improve learner outcomes and facilitate smoother cross-cultural communication.

Cultural annotations are invaluable for enriching learners’ understanding and enhancing translation accu-
racy by providing essential contextual information. Learners also benefit from clear, authentic examples that
demonstrate name usage in real texts. To achieve these objectives, lexicographers should actively collaborate
with linguists, fostering an interdisciplinary approach that aligns naming conventions across different linguistic

corpora.
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