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PRINCIPLES OF MULTILEVEL
ASSESSMENT IN SPEAKING

UDC 37.091.3:811.111°243

Billayeva Shohida Dilshod qizi
Master’s Student, Shahrisabz State Pedagogical Institute

Abstract: The principles of multilevel assessment in speaking skills within foreign language education are explored. The
study focuses on assessing learners with different language proficiency levels through communicative, criterion-based,
and formative assessment approaches. The effectiveness of multilevel assessment in improving learners’ speaking flu-
ency, accuracy, interaction, and confidence is analyzed. The findings indicate that differentiated speaking assessment
enhances learners’ communicative competence and provides teachers with more objective evaluation opportunities.

multilevel assessment, speaking skills, communicative competence, formative assessment, language pro-
ficiency, criterion-based assessment.
Annotatsiya: Chet tilini o‘gitishda gapirish ko‘nikmalarini ko‘p darajali baholash tamoyillari tahlil gilinadi. Tadqiqot turli
til bilish darajasiga ega o‘quvchilarni kommunikativ, mezon asosidagi va formatif baholash yondashuvlari orqali baho-
lashga garatilgan. Tadqgiqot natijalari ko'p darajali baholash o‘quvchilarning ravonligi, anigligi, mulogotga kirishish qobili-
yati hamda ishonchini rivojlantirishini ko‘rsatdi. Shuningdek, mazkur yondashuv o‘gituvchilarga yanada obyektiv baholash
imkoniyatini yaratadi.

ko‘p darajali baholash, gapirish ko‘nikmasi, kommunikativ kompetensiya, formatif baholash, til bilish dara-
jasi, mezon asosidagi baholash.
AHHOTaumsA: PaccmaTtpuBalTcsi NPUHLUMNBLI MHOTOYPOBHEBOIO OLEHMBAHWS HaBbIKOB TOBOPEHMS B OOyYEHWM WHO-
CTpaHHbIM A3blkaM. VlccneqoBaHve HamnpaBiieHo Ha OLeHnBaHne obyvaoLmXcsa C pasnMyHbIM YPOBHEM S3bIKOBOW NOA-
rOTOBKM MOCPEACTBOM KOMMYHUKATUBHOIO, KPUTEPMAnbHOrO M (hOPMaTMBHOMO MOAXO[oB. PesynbraTbl MccrnegoBaHus
MoKas3blBatoT, YTO MHOrOYPOBHEBOE OLiEHVBaHWe crocobCcTBYET pa3BUTUIO BErNoCTN peyn, TOYHOCTU, KOMMYHUKaTUBHON
aKTUBHOCTM N YBEPEHHOCTM 0byyatoLmxcsi. Kpome Toro, AaHHbIN nogxon obecnevmsaeT npenogaBartensM BO3MOXHOCTb
6onee 0ObEKTMBHOTO OLIEHNBAHUS.

MHOroypoBHeBO€ oL eHnBaHne, HaBblKM rOBOPEHNA, KOMMYHUKATUBHAA KOMMETEeHUNA, (*)OpMaTVIBHOG
oueHnBaHue, ypoBeHb BrnageHusa A3blIKOM, KputepuanbHoe oLeHnBaHue.

In modern foreign language education, speaking skills play a central role in developing communicative
competence ['. Learners are expected not only to understand grammatical structures and vocabulary but also
to use language effectively in real-life communication "l. However, assessing speaking skills remains one of the
most challenging aspects of language teaching because learners often demonstrate different levels of profi-
ciency, confidence, fluency, and interaction abilities ©..

Traditional speaking assessment methods usually apply identical criteria to all learners regardless of their
language level. Such approaches may not accurately reflect students’ real communicative abilities and can
negatively affect learner motivation Bl. Therefore, multilevel assessment has become increasingly important
in contemporary language education. This approach allows teachers to evaluate learners according to their
proficiency levels and individual progress €.

Multilevel assessment in speaking is based on several important principles, including differentiation,
communicative orientation, fairness, reliability, validity, and formative feedback .. These principles help create
a learner-centered assessment environment where students are encouraged to develop their speaking abilities
progressively.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the principles of multilevel assessment in speaking and analyze
their effectiveness in improving students’ oral communication skills in English language classrooms.
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The concept of communicative language assessment emerged from the development of communicative
language teaching during the 1970s and 1980s. According to Michael Canale and Merrill Swain, communica-
tive competence includes grammatical, sociolinguistic, discourse, and strategic competencies . Therefore,
speaking assessment should evaluate not only linguistic accuracy but also learners’ ability to communicate
meaningfully 71,

Lyle Bachman emphasized that language assessment must demonstrate reliability and validity . Reliable
assessment ensures consistency of scores, while validity guarantees that the assessment measures actual
speaking ability. In multilevel assessment, these principles are especially important because students perform
tasks at different proficiency levels .

Research conducted by Jack C. Richards highlights the significance of differentiated instruction and
assessment in language learning ".. Differentiated speaking tasks allow learners to demonstrate their abilities
according to their language proficiency levels. For example, beginner learners may complete simple descriptive
tasks, while advanced learners engage in debates, presentations, or problem-solving discussions €.

Formative assessment also plays a crucial role in multilevel speaking evaluation. According to Paul Black
and Dylan Wiliam, formative assessment improves learning by providing continuous feedback and encouraging
learner autonomy 2. Through peer assessment, self-assessment, and teacher feedback, students become
more aware of their strengths and weaknesses in speaking ',

Recent studies show that rubric-based assessment can improve transparency and fairness in speaking
evaluation Bl. Analytic rubrics that assess fluency, pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and interaction sepa-
rately help teachers provide more objective scores and constructive feedback .

This study employed a qualitative and quantitative mixed-method research design. The research was
conducted in an English language learning environment involving 60 university students studying English as a
foreign language.

The participants were divided into three proficiency levels: beginner, intermediate, and advanced. Different
speaking tasks were designed according to students’ language levels .. Beginner students completed simple
personal introduction and picture-description tasks. Intermediate learners participated in role-plays and short
discussions, while advanced students performed presentations and argumentative speaking activities ¥..

The assessment criteria included the following components:

Fluency

Pronunciation
Grammatical accuracy
Vocabulary usage

Interaction skills

2

Communicative effectiveness

Data were collected through classroom observations, speaking performance scores, teacher evaluations,
and student feedback questionnaires. Analytic rubrics were used to ensure consistency and objectivity during
the assessment process .

The collected data were analyzed statistically and descriptively to identify the effectiveness of multilevel
speaking assessment.

The findings of the study demonstrated that multilevel assessment positively influenced students’ speaking
performance and motivation . Students showed greater participation and confidence when speaking tasks
matched their proficiency levels ..

Beginner learners demonstrated improvement in basic fluency and vocabulary usage because they were
assessed through achievable communicative tasks. Intermediate learners developed interaction skills and
grammatical accuracy through pair and group discussions. Advanced learners improved critical thinking and
spontaneous speaking abilities during debates and presentations ¥,
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The study also revealed that rubric-based multilevel assessment increased fairness and transparency in
evaluation Bl. Most students reported that they clearly understood the assessment criteria and expectations.
Teachers noted that differentiated assessment reduced learner anxiety and encouraged more active classroom
participation.

Furthermore, formative feedback played a significant role in students’ progress !"%. Continuous teacher
comments and peer feedback helped learners identify specific areas for improvement. Students became
more motivated to practice speaking regularly because assessment focused not only on mistakes but also on
communicicative success 2.

The analysis indicated that multilevel assessment creates a supportive learning environment where
learners with different abilities can develop speaking competence effectively.

In conclusion, multilevel assessment in speaking is an effective approach for evaluating learners with
different language proficiency levels U'l. The principles of differentiation, communicative orientation, fairness,
reliability, validity, and formative feedback contribute significantly to the development of speaking skills .

The study confirms that multilevel speaking assessment improves learner motivation, communicative
competence, and classroom participation 7). It also provides teachers with more flexible and objective evalua-
tion methods.

Therefore, English language teachers should integrate differentiated speaking tasks, analytic rubrics,
and formative assessment strategies into their classroom practice €. Future research may further investigate
the impact of digital technologies and artificial intelligence tools on multilevel speaking assessment in foreign
language education.
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