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COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE
TEACHING IN MODERN
CLASSROOMS: STRENGTHS,
LIMITATIONS, AND
PEDAGOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

Mirzaliyeva Sarvinoz
English language teacher at presidential school in Andijan

Abstract: Language acquisition is an ever-evolving process that requires a variety of approaches and methods for suc-
cessful mastery. One of the primary reasons millions of people learn a second or foreign language is to communicate
effectively across cultural and linguistic boundaries. In today’s globalized world, English often serves as a lingua franca,
facilitating international communication in education, business, and everyday interactions. This article explores Com-
municative Language Teaching (CLT), which remains one of the most influential methodologies in modern classrooms.
CLT emphasizes real-world communication, learner autonomy, and authentic tasks over rote grammar drills, making it a
powerful approach to developing communicative competence in diverse learning contexts. By examining its principles,
benefits, and challenges, this study highlights the continued relevance of CLT in preparing learners to meet the demands
of global communication.

language acquisition, approaches, communicative language teaching, communication, benefits, challenges.

Annotatsiya: Til o'zlashtirish doimiy ravishda rivojlanib boradigan jarayon bo'lib, uni muvaffagiyatli egallash uchun turli
yondashuvlar va metodlar talab etiladi. Millionlab odamlarning ikkinchi yoki chet tilini o‘rganishining asosiy sabablaridan
biri madaniy va lingvistik chegaralardan tashgarida samarali muloqgot gilishdir. Bugungi globallashgan dunyoda ingliz tili
ko‘pincha lingua franca sifatida xizmat qilib, ta’lim, biznes va kundalik muloqotda xalgaro alogalarni osonlashtiradi. Ushbu
magolada zamonaviy sinflarda eng ta’sirchan metodologiyalardan biri bo‘lib golayotgan Kommunikativ til o‘gitish (CLT)
yondashuvi tahlil gilinadi. CLT hagigiy hayotiy muloqotga, o‘quvchi mustagilligiga va autentik topshiriglarga urg‘u berib,
grammatik mashglardan ko‘ra kommunikativ kompetensiyani rivojlantirishga samarali xizmat giladi. Uning tamoyillari,
afzalliklari va muammolarini tahlil gilish orgali ushbu tadgigot CLTning global mulogot talablariga javob berishdagi dol-
zarbligini yoritadi.

til o‘zlashtirish, yondashuvlar, kommunikativ til o‘gitish, muloqot, afzalliklar, muammolar, kommunikativ
yondashuv, kommunikativ kompetensiya.

AHHoTaums: OCBOEHNE s3blka — 3TO MOCTOSIHHO Pa3BUBAIOLLMIACA NMPOLIECC, KOTOPLI TPEBYET pasHOO6pPa3HbIX MOAXOL0B
1 METOQOB ANS YCneLHoro oBnageHust M. OLHON U3 OCHOBHBIX MPUYMH, MO KOTOPOI MUSIMOHbI JII0AEN U3Y4atoT BTOPOW
W MHOCTPaHHBIN S3bIK, ABNSETCH CTpeMneHne apekTUBHO 0bLLaTbCs 3a Npeaenamu KynbsTYPHbIX U 3bIKOBbIX FpaHuL,.
B coBpemMeHHOM rno6ann3mpoBaHHOM MUPE aHIMNCKINIA S3blKk YacTo BbICTynaeT B ponu lingua franca, obrneryas mexay-
HapoaHoe obLieHne B cdhepe obpasoBaHusl, GU3Heca 1 MOBCEQHEBHOM XN3HW. B AaHHOM cTaTbe paccMaTpuBaeTcsl METO-
Ovika KOMMYHUKaTUBHOTO 0Bby4veHust s13biky (CLT), koTopasi octaérca ogHon 13 Hambonee BNUATENbHbIX B COBPEMEHHOM
obpasoBatenbHon npakTuke. CLT genaeT akueHT Ha peanbHOM OBLEHNM, aBTOHOMUM YYaLLUXCS U ayTEHTUYHbIX 3a4a-
HUSIX, @ HE HAa MEXaHUYECKOM BbINOMHEHWUN TPAaMMaTUYECKUX YNPaXKHEHWIA, YTO AenaeT e€ aPPEKTUBHBIM UHCTPYMEHTOM
pPasBUTUSI KOMMYHUKATUBHOW KOMMETEHLMMN B Pa3fUYHbIX Y4EOHbIX KOHTEKCTax. AHanu3 eé NpUHLMMOB, NMPENMYLLECTB
N TPYAHOCTEN MO3BOSSIET MOAYEPKHYTb COXPaHSOLWYOCs akTyanbHocTe CLT B NoarotoBke yyalimxcst kK TpeboBaHuaM
rnobanbHOro obLeHus.

OCBO€HMEe 4A3blka, Nnoaxodbl, KOMMYHUKaTtnBHOE o6yquV|e A3bIKY, KOMMYHUKaUud, npenmyLlecTBea,
TPYAHOCTH, KOMMyHVIKaTI/IBHbIVI noaxond, KOMMyHUKaTUBHaa KOMNeTeHuma.

Language teaching has undergone numerous transitions through the implementation of different approaches
over time. In particular, the teaching of English as a foreign language has long been at the center of worldwide
attention. Early methods such as the Grammar Translation Method (GTM) and the Audio-Lingual Method were
gradually replaced in the 1970s by the Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) approach, which emerged
alongside Dell Hymes’s (1972, pp. 69-93) concept of communicative competence. GTM proved ineffective in
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language teaching because it focused solely on the mastery of grammatical competence (Richards, 2006, pp.
1-5). Students learned a language through rote learning and drills, both of which involved memorization rather
than production.

In contrast, CLT includes a variety of aspects, such as knowing how to use language for many different
purposes, using language appropriately in different contexts, shifting tone from informal to formal depending on
the situation, and many others. CLT has transformed language classrooms from teacher-centered settings into
student-centered ones. With this approach, students are more active, less afraid of making mistakes, and more
responsible for their own learning. Teachers’ roles have also shifted from their traditional positions to those of
facilitators and moderators. Littlewood (2014, p. 7) describes the teacher’s role as a “co-communicator” who
supports learners in building meaningful communication.

The CLT framework has shaped curricula, classroom activities, and teacher training courses. Authentic
materials such as newspapers, podcasts, and videos have replaced artificial textbook dialogues (Harmer,
2015, pp. 144-146). These real-life texts and tasks make learning more relevant and engaging. In this article,
evidence from language teaching research and real-world classroom experience is used to explore the effec-
tiveness of CLT, as well as its benefits and drawbacks. CLT has been widely praised for transforming language
classrooms into learner-centered environments and for promoting authentic communication. At the same time,
scholars have raised concerns about its limitations, particularly regarding grammatical accuracy, assessment
challenges, and contextual constraints. In the following discussion, both the strengths and weaknesses of CLT
are examined through research evidence and classroom practice in order to evaluate its overall effectiveness
in foreign language education.

There are several advantages of CLT for both learners and teachers. Learners gain confidence in expressing
ideas spontaneously, which enhances oral proficiency (Dos Santos, 2020, pp. 104-109). In this way, students
learn to apply language in real-life contexts. According to Shehla Salmanova (2025, pp. 45-56), CLT focuses
more on fluency, interaction, and authenticity in the target language than on drilling and grammatical accuracy.
Moreover, this approach enhances creativity, critical thinking, and the use of language in real-life communica-
tion.

Although there are certain challenges and constraints associated with this approach, they are not insur-
mountable. There have been many initiatives aimed at improving teachers’ skills and changing their perception
of communicative teaching. Teachers should not be concerned about losing control over students (Littlewood,
2013, p. 5) if they manage to become facilitators rather than controllers of the learning process. In terms of large
class size, this challenge can be overcome through group work and by assigning individual roles and respon-
sibilities to each student while completing a group task.

By effectively integrating grammar into communication and finding a balance between fluency and accu-
racy, the shortcomings related to grammar can be minimized. Tongxin Zhang (2023, pp. 12-15) reports:
“Teaching grammar in a CLT-based curriculum encourages authentic language use, balances accuracy and
fluency, fosters learner autonomy, and aligns with modern language competence perspectives.”

This approach enables students to simulate real conversations on different topics in the classroom envi-
ronment through role plays, various projects, and group work. During this process, they apply grammar rules,
new vocabulary, and, more importantly, practice communication. Drawbacks of CLT in modern classrooms.
Although CLT offers a number of advantages, it also has its limitations. Firstly, it places limited emphasis on
grammatical accuracy. Learners may develop fluency at the expense of accuracy. They may speak confidently
but with persistent errors, such as misuse of verb tenses and subject-verb agreement problems.

Over time, these errors risk becoming fossilized, that is, habitual mistakes that are difficult to correct later.
In academic or professional contexts, where precision matters, such as IELTS writing or formal presentations,
this lack of accuracy can be a serious drawback. Secondly, there may be difficulties in assessment, as well as a
lack of student motivation to build meaningful communication. According to Hyunjeong Nam (2023, pp. 76-77),
there are several teacher-related and non-teacher-related constraints of CLT. Nam (2023, pp. 76-77) explains
that the primary challenges are the lack of teacher training programmers, teachers’ English proficiency, and
teacher competence.
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Other external factors that create challenges in the implementation of CLT are education policy, lack of
resources, and classroom layout (Nam, 2023, p. 79). Lastly, English learners’ low motivation to communicate
and their limited communicative competence are seen as constraints of CLT (Wei et al., 2018, pp. 1-9). One
reason for students’ low motivation is that school assessments and university entrance examinations in many
countries rely heavily on grammar tests.

In general, CLT has been proven to be one of the most effective approaches in modern language teaching.
Although this method faces particular challenges, its potential advantages are far more significant for both
learners and teachers. By integrating other approaches, communicative teaching can be further improved and
innovated. At the same time, the future of CLT depends on how effectively educators and institutions address
its limitations. A balanced integration of grammar instruction within communicative tasks can prevent the fossil-
ization of errors and ensure that learners achieve both fluency and accuracy.

Moreover, assessment practices need to evolve in order to capture not only grammatical competence but
also communicative ability, creativity, and critical thinking. Teacher training and professional development are
equally crucial. As Nam (2023, p. 79) highlights, teachers’ competence, proficiency, and access to resources
directly influence the success of CLT. Therefore, investment in teacher education, curriculum design, and class-
room infrastructure is essential to overcome contextual constraints.

Finally, CLT should not be viewed as a rigid method but as a flexible framework that can adapt to diverse
educational contexts. When combined with evidence-based strategies, it empowers learners to become confi-
dent, globally minded communicators while maintaining linguistic accuracy. Thus, the future of foreign language
education lies in a dynamic synthesis of communicative fluency, grammatical precision, and pedagogical inno-
vation.
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Elektron ta’lim nazariyasi va metodikasi (ta’lim sohalari va bosgichlari bo‘yicha)
Ta’limda menejment

Maktabgacha ta’lim va tarbiya nazariyasi va metodikasi

ljtimoiy pedagogika

Tarix fanlari

Psixologiya fanlari

Fizika-matematika fanlari

Kimyo fanlari

Biologiya fanlari

Falsafa fanlari

Filologiya fanlari

Geografiya fanlari
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© Materiallar ko‘chirib bosilganda “Maktabgacha va maktab ta’limi” jurnali manba sifatida
ko‘rsatilishi shart. Jurnalda bosilgan material va reklamalardagi dalillarning anigligiga mualliflar
ma’sul. Tahririyat fikri har vagt ham mualliflar fikriga mos kelamasligi mumkin. Tahririyatga
yuborilgan materiallar gaytarilmaydi.

“Maktabgacha va maktab ta’limi” jurnali 26.09.2023-yildan
O‘zbekiston Respublikasi Prezidenti Adminstratsiyasi huzuridagi
Axborot va ommaviy kommunikatsiyalar agentligi tomonidan
NeC-5669363 reyestr ragami tartibi bo‘yicha ro‘yxatdan o‘tkazilgan.
Litsenziya ragami: Ne 136361.

Manzilimiz: Toshkent shahar, Yunusobod tumani
19-mavze, 17-uy.



