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EDUCATIONAL POTENTIAL

OF MUSEUM PEDAGOGY

AND CRITERIA FORITS
APPLICATION IN DEVELOPING
HISTORICAL THINKING

OF PRE-SERVICE HISTORY
TEACHERS

Niyozov Javlonbek

Tashkent International University of

Chemistry, Namangan Branch Teacher

of the Department of Social and Human Sciences

Abstract: This article examines the educational potential of museum pedagogy in developing historical thinking among
pre-service history teachers, with particular emphasis on the criteria for its effective pedagogical application. The study
is grounded in contemporary educational theories, including constructivism, inquiry-based learning, activity-oriented ped-
agogy, and experiential learning. Historical thinking is conceptualized as a complex cognitive, reflective, and axiological
competence that enables future teachers to interpret historical reality critically, contextually, and ethically (Ortiqov, 2023).
Museums are interpreted as authentic and multidimensional learning environments that provide direct engagement with
primary historical sources, material culture, and visual-narrative representations of the past (Museumsbund e.V., 2010;
Nigmatov, 2021). The article systematically analyzes the educational opportunities of museum pedagogy and substanti-
ates a structured system of application criteria—scientific, didactic, interpretative, organizational, and assessment-related—
that ensure its effectiveness in history teacher education. The findings demonstrate that museum pedagogy functions as
a powerful pedagogical mechanism for transforming theoretical historical knowledge into professional historical thinking
competencies, thereby enhancing the quality of pre-service history teacher preparation in higher education.

museum pedagogy; historical thinking; pre-service history teachers; history education; educational potential;
application criteria; primary historical sources; historical empathy; reflective thinking.

Annotatsiya: Mazkur maqolada bo‘lajak tarix o‘gituvchilarida tarixiy tafakkurni shakllantirishda muzey pedagogikasining
ta’'limiy salohiyati hamda uni samarali pedagogik qo‘llash mezonlari tahlil gilinadi. Tadqiqot konstruktivizm, izlanishga
asoslangan ta’lim, faoliyatga yo‘naltiriigan pedagogika va tajribaviy ta’lim kabi zamonaviy ta’lim nazariyalariga tayangan
holda olib borilgan. Tarixiy tafakkur bo‘lajak pedagoglarga tarixiy vogelikni tanqgidiy, kontekstual va axlogiy jihatdan talgin
etish imkonini beruvchi murakkab kognitiv, refleksiv va aksiologik kompetensiya sifatida talgin etiladi (Ortiqov, 2023).
Muzeylar birlamchi tarixiy manbalar, moddiy madaniyat va o‘tmishning vizual-narrativ tasvirlari bilan bevosita ishlash
imkonini beruvchi autentik va ko‘p o‘lchamli ta’lim muhitlari sifatida garaladi (Museumsbund e.V., 2010; Nigmatov, 2021).
Magqgolada muzey pedagogikasining ta’limiy imkoniyatlari tizimli ravishda tahlil gilinib, uni tarix o‘gituvchilarini tayyorlash
jarayonida samarali qo‘llashni ta’'minlovchi ilmiy, didaktik, interpretativ, tashkiliy va baholashga oid mezonlardan iborat
tuzilmaviy tizim asoslab beriladi. Tadgiqot natijalari muzey pedagogikasi nazariy tarixiy bilimlarni professional tarixiy
tafakkur kompetensiyalariga aylantirishga xizmat giluvchi samarali pedagogik mexanizm ekanini ko‘rsatib, oliy ta’lim
tizimida bo‘lajak tarix o‘gituvchilarini tayyorlash sifatini oshirishga xizmat qilishini tasdiglaydi.

muzey pedagogikasi; tarixiy tafakkur; bo‘lajak tarix o‘gituvchilari; tarix ta’limi; ta’limiy salohiyat; qo‘llash
mezonlari; birlamchi tarixiy manbalar; tarixiy empatiya; refleksiv tafakkur.
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AHHOTauumsA: B ctatbe paccmartpuBaeTcs obpa3oBaTenbHbI NOTEHLUMAN My3eiHOW negarormki B hopmmpoBaHimn UCTo-
PUYECKOTO MbILUMIEHUS Y ByAYyLLMX YUUTENEN NCTOPUMN C OCODOBLIM aKLLEHTOM Ha KpUTepumn e€ adheKTMBHOIO negarornye-
CKOro npumeHeHusi. iccneoBaHne oCHOBaHO Ha COBPEMEHHBLIX 0O6pa3oBaTeNnbHbIX TEOPUSAX, BKITHOHMAS KOHCTPYKTUBU3M,
uccrnenoBaTensckoe obydeHune, AesaTeNlbHOCTHO-OPUEHTUPOBaHHYK MeaarorMky U onbiTHoe obydveHue. Mctopuyeckoe
MbILLUIIEHNE MHTEPNPETUPYETCS KaK CrOXHAas KOTHUTUBHAS, pedrekCnBHas U akcuororniyeckas KOMNeTeHUUs!, NO3BONS-
owas byoyLumm negaroram KpUTUHECKM, KOHTEKCTYaNbHO U 3TUYECKN OCMbICIIMBATL UCTOPUYECKYIO peanbHocTb (Ortiqov,
2023). My3eu paccmaTp1BaloTCs Kak ayTEHTUYHbIE U MHOTOMEPHbIE 0bpa3oBaTenbHble cpeabl, obecnevmBatoLLme HEMO-
CPEeACTBEHHOE B3aMMOLEWNCTBME C NEPBUYHBLIMU UCTOPUYECKMMM UCTOHMHUKAMKU, MatepuarnbHOM KynsTypor U BU3yarb-
HO-HappaTVBHbIMK penpeseHTaumsamm npownoro (Museumsbund e.V., 2010; Nigmatov, 2021). B ctatbe cuctemHo aHa-
nM3npyoTcs obpasoBaTernbHblE BO3MOXHOCTM MY3EHOM Neaarorvkn 1 060CHOBLIBAETCA CTPYKTYpUpPOBaHHas cuctema
KpUTEPUEB €€ NPUMEHEHWS — HAaYYHbIX, AMOAKTUYECKMX, MHTEPMNPETALIMOHHbIX, OPraHM3aLMOHHbIX 1 OLIEHOYHbIX, obecne-
UYMBAIOLLMX €€ Pe3ynbTaTMBHOCTL B MOATOTOBKE yunTenen nctopun. MNonyyYeHHble pesynstatbl CBUOAETENLCTBYIOT O TOM,
4YTO My3eWHas negarormka BbiCTynaer 3apdeKTUBHLIM NegarorMYeckuM MexaHu3mMoM TpaHcopMaLumy TEOPETUHECKUX
NUCTOPUYECKNX 3HAHUI B NPOdECCHOHANbHBLIE KOMMETEHLIMN UCTOPUYECKOTO MbILLIIEHWUS], TEM CaMbIM MOBbILLAS Ka4E€CTBO
NnoaroToBkM ByayLUMX YYUTENEN NCTOPUU B CUCTEME BbICLLErO 06pasoBaHuUs.

My3enHas negarormka; MICTOpnu4eCcKoe MblLUSIEHNE; 6y}:|,yu.|.V|e yquTena NCTopumn; nCtopn4eckoe 06pa—
30BaHueE,; o6paaoBaTeanbu7| noTteHuuan; Kputepmn npuMeHeHnd; nepeBnvHbie NCTOPUYECKNE NCTOYHUKN; NCTOpUYeCKasn
amMnaTus; pedriekCMBHOE MblLUSIEHNE.

In contemporary educational discourse, the teaching of history is no longer confined to the transmission
of factual knowledge, chronological sequences, or the memorization of historical figures. Instead, the primary
objective of history education has shifted toward the development of historical thinking—an intellectual capacity
that enables learners to understand the past through critical engagement with evidence, contextual reasoning,
and interpretative judgment (Brown, 2007). For higher education institutions responsible for preparing future
history teachers, the development of historical thinking represents a strategic and professional imperative.

Historical thinking encompasses the ability to analyze primary sources, evaluate their reliability, identify
cause-and-effect relationships, understand historical continuity and change, recognize multiple perspectives,
and construct evidence-based interpretations (Ortiqov, 2023). Without these competencies, future teachers risk
reproducing a transmissive and superficial approach to history instruction. Consequently, teacher education
programs must seek pedagogical environments that actively stimulate analytical, reflective, and value-oriented
historical reasoning.Museum pedagogy emerges as a particularly effective pedagogical resource in this context.
Unlike traditional classroom settings, which rely predominantly on textual representations of the past, museums
offer direct encounters with authentic historical objects, material culture, and curated narratives (Nagra, 2017).
These encounters enable pre-service teachers to experience history as a process of inquiry rather than as
a fixed body of information. Through museum-based learning, historical knowledge is constructed through
interaction with tangible evidence, encouraging deeper cognitive engagement and reflective interpretation
(Rappoport, 2021).

Theoretical and Methodological Foundations of the Study.This study is based on a qualitative, theoret-
ical-pedagogical analysis aimed at identifying the educational potential of museum pedagogy and establishing
criteria for its effective application in history teacher education. The research design integrates conceptual
analysis and a comparative review of pedagogical literature.

The following methods were employed: theoretical analysis of pedagogical, historical, and museum studies
literature addressing historical thinking, experiential learning, and museum-based education (Brown, 2007);
comparative analysis of international and national approaches to museum pedagogy in teacher education
(Museumsbund e.V., 2010); conceptual modeling of historical thinking as a professional competence within
a competency-based education framework (Ortiqov, 2023); systematization and generalization of theoretical
conclusions derived from dissertation-based research on museum pedagogy (Nigmatov, 2021).

These methods allowed for a comprehensive examination of museum pedagogy not merely as an instruc-
tional supplement, but as a structured pedagogical system aligned with the goals of historical thinking devel-
opment.
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The findings of the study indicate that the educational potential of museum pedagogy manifests across
several interrelated dimensions that directly contribute to the development of historical thinking among pre-ser-
vice history teachers. One of the most significant educational advantages of museum pedagogy lies in its
capacity to facilitate direct engagement with primary historical sources. Artifacts, archival documents, maps,
photographs, archaeological materials, and everyday objects serve as concrete evidence of past human activity
(Museumsbund e.V., 2010).

Interaction with such sources enables students to practice essential historical thinking skills, including
source analysis, contextualization, corroboration, and evaluation of authenticity. Through guided muse-
um-based activities, pre-service teachers learn to distinguish between evidence and interpretation, to question
the provenance and purpose of historical objects, and to assess the reliability of museum narratives (Nigmatov,
2021).

This process strengthens the cognitive dimension of historical thinking and fosters a critical approach to
the construction of historical knowledge. Museum pedagogy also plays a crucial role in fostering historical
empathy—the ability to understand historical actors within the social, cultural, and moral frameworks of their own
time. Museum objects often embody the lived experiences of individuals and communities, allowing learners to
move beyond abstract generalizations toward a more nuanced understanding of the past (Nagra, 2017).

By analyzing material culture within its historical context, pre-service teachers develop the capacity to
interpret historical actions without imposing present-day values anachronistically. This reflective engagement
enhances interpretative sensitivity and contributes to a deeper comprehension of historical complexity (Ortigov,
2023).

Museums possess a strong emotional and axiological dimension. Encounters with objects related to war,
repression, cultural heritage, or everyday life often evoke emotional responses that influence learners’ historical
consciousness (Rappoport, 2021).

When appropriately guided, these emotional experiences can deepen engagement and reinforce ethical
reflection. However, emotional impact alone does not guarantee educational value; therefore, museum peda-
gogy must integrate emotional responses with critical reflection and evidence-based reasoning. When effec-
tively balanced, emotional engagement supports the development of responsible historical judgment and civic
awareness (Brown, 2007).

Museum exhibitions typically combine visual, spatial, and narrative elements to present historical content,
creating a multimodal learning environment that supports diverse cognitive pathways and enhances learners’
ability to construct coherent historical narratives (Museumsbund e.V., 2010).

For pre-service teachers, exposure to such narrative structures provides valuable insights into alterna-
tive ways of presenting historical content beyond traditional textbook formats. The effectiveness of museum
pedagogy in developing historical thinking is contingent upon the application of a structured system of peda-
gogical criteria, including scientific, didactic, interpretative, organizational, and assessment dimensions. Scien-
tific criteria refer to the historical accuracy, authenticity, and scholarly reliability of museum content, requiring
alignment with contemporary historical research and avoidance of ideological distortion or oversimplification
(Museumsbund e.V., 2010).

Didactic criteria ensure coherence between museum resources and educational objectives, emphasizing
the purposeful design of activities that support specific historical thinking skills, such as causal reasoning or
perspective analysis (Brown, 2007).

Interpretative criteria stress openness to multiple perspectives and critical dialogue, encouraging learners
to question dominant narratives, identify silences or exclusions, and explore alternative interpretations (Ortigov,
2023).

Organizational criteria address practical considerations, including institutional collaboration between
universities and museums, logistical feasibility, and the structured planning of museum-based learning activi-
ties (Nigmatov, 2021).

Assessment criteria focus on evaluating historical thinking through qualitative outcomes rather than stan-
dardized testing, with reflective essays, analytical reports, project-based tasks, and teaching scenarios serving
as meaningful indicators of students’ historical reasoning processes (Rappoport, 2021).

The study concludes that museum pedagogy possesses substantial educational potential for developing
historical thinking among pre-service history teachers. This potential is realized not through isolated museum
visits but through systematic pedagogical integration guided by scientifically grounded application criteria.
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Museum pedagogy transforms historical learning from passive reception into active inquiry, enabling future
teachers to engage critically with evidence, context, and interpretation.

By aligning museum-based learning with clear scientific, didactic, interpretative, organizational, and assess-

ment criteria, higher education institutions can leverage museums as dynamic educational environments that
bridge theoretical knowledge and professional competence. Ultimately, museum pedagogy contributes to the
preparation of reflective, analytically skilled, and ethically responsible history teachers capable of implementing
inquiry-based and culturally informed history education.
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