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BORROWED PROPER NOUNS
IN ENGLISH AND UZBEK: A
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Amirqulova Feruza Abdurashidovna

Abstract: This article explores the phenomenon of borrowed proper nouns in English and Uzbek, focusing on the lin-
guistic, historical, and cultural factors that have shaped their development. Borrowing is a universal linguistic process that
enriches languages and reflects cultural contact and exchange. In English, a significant number of personal names, place
names, and institutional names have been borrowed from Latin, French, Greek, and Biblical sources, often carrying deep
historical and cultural connotations. Similarly, Uzbek proper nouns demonstrate a strong influence from Arabic, Persian,
and Russian, reflecting religious traditions, literary heritage, and political history.

The study provides a comparative analysis of the borrowing processes in both languages, highlighting similarities such as
the adaptation of foreign names to native phonetic and morphological systems, as well as differences based on cultural
and historical contexts. Special attention is given to the role of globalization and modern English borrowings in contem-
porary Uzbek naming practices. The findings of the study reveal that borrowed proper nouns not only enrich linguistic
resources but also serve as important markers of cultural identity and intercultural communication.

borrowed proper nouns, English, Uzbek, onomastics, cultural identity, globalization, linguistic borrowing,
comparative linguistics.

Annotatsiya: Ushbu magola ingliz va o'zbek tillarida garzga olingan o‘zlashtirilgan ism-shariflar fenomenini tahlil giladi,
ularning rivojlanishiga ta’sir ko‘rsatgan lingvistik, tarixiy va madaniy omillarga e’tibor qaratadi. Qarz olish — bu tillarni bo-
yitadigan va madaniy alogalar va almashinuvni aks ettiradigan umumjahon lingvistik jarayon. Ingliz tilida ko‘plab shaxsiy
nomlar, joy nomlari va institut nomlari lotin, fransuz, yunon va diniy manbalardan garzga olingan bo‘lib, ular ko‘pincha
chuqur tarixiy va madaniy ma’nolarni o'z ichiga oladi. Shuningdek, o‘zbek ism-shariflari arab, fors va rus tillaridan kuchli
ta’sirlanish ko‘rsatadi, bu esa diniy an’analar, adabiy meros va siyosiy tarixni aks ettiradi.

Ushbu tadgigot ikki tildagi garz olish jarayonlarini taqgoslaydi, xorijiy nomlarning mahalliy fonetik va morfologik tizimlarga
moslashishi kabi o‘xshashliklarni, shuningdek, madaniy va tarixiy kontekstlarga asoslangan farglarni ta’kidlaydi. Xalgaro
tizimning va zamonaviy inglizcha garzlarning o'’zbek nom berish amaliyotidagi roli alohida e’tiborga olinadi. Tadgigot nati-
jalari, garzga olingan o'zlashtirilgan ism-shariflar nafaqat lingvistik resurslarni boyitibgina golmay, balki madaniy identitet
va madaniyatlararo mulogotning muhim belgilariga aylanishini ko‘rsatadi.

garzga olingan o‘zlashtirilgan ism-shariflar, ingliz tili, o‘zbek tili, onomastika, madaniy identitet, globalizat-
siya, lingvistik garz olish, tagqoslash lingvistikas.

AHHoTauumsna: Ctatbs ncenenyet AasneHne 3aMMCTBOBaHHbIX COBCTBEHHbLIX UMEH B @HIIMINCKOM 1 y366KCKOM A3bIKax,
cocpenoTtadymBasd BHUMaHMe Ha NMMHIBUCTUYECKNUX, MICTOPUYECKUX N KYIbTYPHbIX bakTopax, KOTOpblE NOBAUSNN Ha UX pas-
BUTME. 3aNMCTBOBaHME — 3TO yHMBepcaanbM JIMHFBUCTUYECKMIA NPOLLECC, KOTOPbIN oborawaeT A3bIk1 U OoTpaxaert KyInb-
TYPHbI€ KOHTaKTbl N 0o6MeH. B aHrnmuMnckom sA3blke 3HaYMTENbHOE KONMMYECTBO SIUYHBLIX MMEH, reorpacmnyeckmx HassaHum
1N Ha3BaHWUN yqpe>|<,quv||7| ObINO 3aMMCTBOBAHO N3 NATUHCKOTO, (bpaHLl,y3CKOr0, rpe4yeckoro un OGMONENCKOro NCTOYHNKOB,
4acTo C ITIy60KVIMVI NCTOPUYECKUMU N KYIbTYPHbIMU KOHHOTaLUAMM. To4HO Tak xe B y366KCKI/1X COBCTBEHHbIX MMEHax
CUIMbHO NpPOABAETCA BInAHUE apaGCKoro, nepcnackoro U pycckoro A3blkOB, YTO OTpaXkaeT pernnurmo3Hblie Tpaauuun,
nnTepartypHoe Hacneane n nornmTn4ecKyro NCToputo.

WccnenoBaHve NpenocTaBnsieT CpaBHUTENbHBI aHanmn3 NpoLEeCcCoB 3aMMCTBOBaHMS B 060UX A3blkaXx, BbIAENSS Takue
CXOACTBA, Kak aganTauusi MHOCTPAHHbIX MMEH K MECTHBIM (DOHETUYECKUM U MOPOIIOTMYECKUM CUCTEMAaM, a TakKe pas-
NNYKSl, OCHOBaHHbIE Ha KyNBTYPHBIX U UCTOPUYECKUX KOHTekcTax. Ocoboe BHUMaHWe yAensieTcs ponu rnodanvsaumm
N COBPEMEHHbIX 3aIMCTBOBAHWIN U3 aHITIMINCKOTO A3blka B COBPEMEHHbIX MpaKTMKax HalMEHOBaHUsi B Y3GeKuCTaHe.
PesynbTaTbl MCCNefoBaHMs NMOKa3biBatoT, YTO 3aMMCTBOBaHHbIE COBCTBEHHbIE MMEHA HE TONMbKO 0GorallatoT IMHIBUCTM-
YecKne pecypchl, HO Takke CryKaT BaXKHbIMU Mapkepamu KyJsTYPHOW MAEHTUYHOCTU U MEXKYIETYPHOM KOMMYHVKaLWN.

3aMMCTBOBaHHbIE COBCTBEHHbIE MMEHa, aHTTTMNCKUI, Y36EeKCKMIM, OHOMACTMKA, KyNbTypHas UOEHTNY-
HOCTb, rnobanusauus, NMMHrBUCTUYECKOE 3aIMCTBOBaHNE, CPaBHUTENbHASA NTMHIBUCTUKA.
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Borrowing is one of the most universal and productive processes in the development of any language.
Through contact with other nations, trade, migration, conquest, and cultural exchange, languages adopt new
words and names to enrich their vocabulary and adapt to changing realities. Among borrowed elements, proper
nouns occupy a special place because they serve not only as linguistic identifiers but also as cultural symbols.
When a language borrows a name from another culture, it also absorbs a part of that culture’s history, traditions,
and worldview.

Proper nouns, as a category of onomastics, include personal names, geographical names, institutional
names, and cultural references. While common nouns are often borrowed to denote new objects, technologies,
or concepts, proper nouns are borrowed primarily for reasons related to identity, prestige, religion, or historical
influence. For instance, many European languages, including English, adopted a significant portion of their
personal names from the Bible and classical antiquity, reflecting both religious devotion and cultural continuity.
Similarly, Uzbek borrowed a large number of proper nouns from Arabic and Persian as a result of the spread of
Islam and centuries of cultural interaction in Central Asia.

In English, borrowed proper nouns come from various sources. Latin and Greek have contributed numerous
personal names such as Marcus, Victoria, and Alexander, while French influence after the Norman Conquest
brought names like Richard, Robert, and Isabel. In addition, geographical names in English preserve traces of
Celtic, Norse, and Norman elements, illustrating how successive waves of cultural contact left their imprint on
the naming system. Modern English continues to adopt new names from around the world, reflecting its global
character and multicultural society.

In Uzbek, the borrowing of proper nouns has been shaped by historical, religious, and political factors. The
Arabic and Persian influence is especially strong in anthroponymy, with names such as Abdulloh, Muhammad,
Yusuf, Laylo, and Shahrizoda being widespread. These names often carry religious or moral meanings, symbol-
izing spiritual values. During the Russian imperial and Soviet periods, many Russian names and toponyms
entered the Uzbek lexicon, reflecting the political and cultural dominance of that era. In recent decades, global-
ization has brought a new wave of English-based names into Uzbek society, particularly among younger gener-
ations who are influenced by Western culture, media, and education.

The study of borrowed proper nouns is important for several reasons. First, it provides insight into the
historical and cultural contacts between nations. Names often serve as linguistic evidence of past interactions,
trade relations, and migration patterns. Second, it demonstrates how languages adapt foreign elements to
their own phonological and morphological systems, creating hybrid forms that reflect both the source and the
recipient cultures. Third, the analysis of borrowed names contributes to our understanding of cultural identity,
as names often function as markers of prestige, social belonging, and religious affiliation.

The aim of this article is to investigate the phenomenon of borrowed proper nouns in English and Uzbek,
with a focus on their historical development, linguistic adaptation, and cultural significance. The main objectives
are:

1. To analyze the main sources of borrowed proper nouns in English and Uzbek.

2. To examine the linguistic mechanisms used in adapting borrowed names to native systems.
3. To compare the similarities and differences in the borrowing processes of the two languages.
4. To explore the role of globalization in shaping modern naming practices.

The relevance of this study lies in the fact that borrowed proper nouns serve as bridges between languages
and cultures. They are not only linguistic forms but also cultural artifacts that embody the memory of past inter-
actions and the dynamics of present globalization. By studying borrowed names in English and Uzbek, we gain
a deeper understanding of how languages evolve, how cultures influence each other, and how identities are
expressed and reshaped through naming.

The phenomenon of borrowed proper nouns has been widely discussed in the field of onomastics and
comparative linguistics. Scholars emphasize that proper nouns, unlike common nouns, are not merely lexical
items but also cultural carriers (Crystal, 2003). According to Algeo (2010), the English language has historically
incorporated a vast number of names from Latin, French, Greek, and Biblical sources, which illustrates the
strong impact of cultural and historical contacts on English onomastics. Similarly, Trudgill (2000) notes that the
Norman Conquest of 1066 had a decisive role in reshaping English personal names and toponyms.
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In Uzbek linguistics, the study of borrowed names is closely linked to historical and cultural shifts. Karimov
(1995) highlights the deep influence of Arabic and Persian on Uzbek anthroponymy, particularly during the
Islamic period, when many names carried spiritual and religious meanings. Additionally, Russian and Soviet
scholars such as Superanskaya (1973) and Baskakov (1981) have provided systematic classifications of
proper names, which later influenced Uzbek name studies. Contemporary Uzbek linguists (To‘xtasinov, 2010;
Abdullayev, 2018) have also examined the impact of globalization, noting the rise of English-based names in
modern Uzbek society.

Cross-linguistic comparisons in onomastics (Hough, 2016) show that borrowing processes share common
mechanisms across languages, such as phonetic adaptation, morphological integration, and semantic rein-
terpretation. However, the extent and type of borrowings are strongly determined by cultural, religious, and
political contexts. Despite numerous studies on English and Uzbek separately, there are still relatively few
comparative works that analyze borrowed proper nouns in both languages together. This gap highlights the
need for the present research.

This study employs a comparative and descriptive method, focusing on English and Uzbek as the main
objects of analysis. The methodology consists of the following steps:

1. Collection of Data: In English, the data set includes personal names, geographical names, and institu-
tional names of foreign origin (e.g., Latin, French, Greek, Biblical). In Uzbek, the data set covers Arabic,
Persian, Russian, and English-based borrowed proper nouns.

2. Classification: The collected names are classified according to their origin (e.g., Arabic, French, Russian),
category (anthroponyms, toponyms, institutional names), and historical period of borrowing.

3. Comparative Analysis: Similarities and differences between English and Uzbek borrowed names are
analyzed. Particular attention is given to the adaptation processes, such as changes in spelling, pronunci-
ation, and morphology.

4. Cultural Interpretation: The study interprets borrowed proper nouns not only as linguistic items but also
as cultural indicators. The role of religion, politics, and globalization is examined in shaping the borrowing
process.

The research combines linguistic analysis (phonetic and morphological adaptation) with cultural-historical
analysis, providing a holistic approach to the study of borrowed proper nouns. This methodological framework
allows for identifying both universal features of borrowing and language-specific patterns.

The comparative analysis of borrowed proper nouns in English and Uzbek reveals both shared linguistic
mechanisms and distinct cultural influences that shape the borrowing process in each language.

1. Sources of Borrowed Proper Nouns

In English, most borrowed proper nouns originate from Latin, French, Greek, and Biblical sources. These
names often entered the language during major historical events such as the Roman occupation, the Christian-
ization of Britain, and the Norman Conquest. For example, names like Alexander, Victoria, and Isabel reflect
classical and religious heritage.

In contrast, Uzbek borrowed a significant number of proper nouns from Arabic, Persian, and Russian.
Arabic and Persian names became widespread during the Islamic Golden Age, introducing names such as
Muhammad, Yusuf, and Laylo, often carrying spiritual or moral significance. The Russian imperial and Soviet
periods brought names like Svetlana, Nikolay, and toponyms such as Tashkent (adapted from Chach) into
common use.

2. Adaptation Mechanisms

Both English and Uzbek demonstrate similar linguistic adaptation strategies when incorporating foreign
names:

»  Phonetic adaptation: Adjusting pronunciation to fit the phonological system of the receiving language.

o e.g., Latin Marcus became Mark in English; Arabic Abdullah pronounced as Abdulloh in Uzbek.
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*  Morphological integration: Modifying names to conform with native morphological rules.
o e.g., Uzbek often adds suffixes like -jon, -bek, or uses diminutives for personalization.
*  Spelling changes: Adjustments in orthography to match native scripts and phonetics.

Despite these similarities, Uzbek often retains religious or spiritual connotations, whereas English borrow-
ings are more secular or status-driven, especially in modern naming trends.

3. Cultural and Historical Impact

In English, name borrowing has been closely tied to colonial expansion, religion, and social class. Names
of Greek or Latin origin are often associated with education and prestige.

In Uzbek, the influence of Islamic culture is dominant in traditional names, while Soviet-era names reflect
political loyalty. In recent years, Western media, globalization, and migration have introduced English-based
names like Kevin, Lilly, or Tom, especially among younger or urban families.

4. Globalization and Contemporary Trends

The influence of global culture has increased the presence of English-based names in Uzbekistan, espe-
cially among youth exposed to international media, the internet, and English-language education. This trend
represents a shift from traditional and religious naming practices toward modern, globalized identities.

In English, while classical borrowings remain common, there is a growing trend of adopting names from
non-European cultures due to increasing multiculturalism.

Key Findings:

*  Both languages use similar linguistic processes (phonetic, morphological, semantic) in adapting borrowed
proper nouns.

«  Historical and cultural contexts significantly shape the types and meanings of borrowed names.

* Religious influence is more dominant in Uzbek borrowings, while social prestige and education are key
drivers in English.

* Globalization plays a growing role in both contexts, leading to more diversified and international naming
practices.

The comparative study of borrowed proper nouns in English and Uzbek reveals that the process of
borrowing is not only a linguistic necessity but also a reflection of historical, cultural, and social dynamics. Both
languages demonstrate that proper nouns serve as a special category of lexical units, carrying deep cultural
meanings and historical memories.

In English, borrowed proper nouns mainly originate from Latin, French, Greek, and Biblical sources, which
mirror the country’s classical heritage, religious traditions, and the profound influence of the Norman Conquest.
These borrowings have been gradually adapted into the English phonological and morphological system,
becoming an inseparable part of the nation’s linguistic identity.

In Uzbek, borrowed proper nouns are primarily influenced by Arabic, Persian, and Russian, reflecting
the nation’s religious devotion, literary heritage, and political history. More recently, globalization and cultural
exchange have introduced English-based names, which are increasingly popular among younger generations.
This indicates that Uzbek naming practices are undergoing a dynamic transformation, balancing between tradi-
tion and modernity.

The comparative analysis shows that both English and Uzbek integrate borrowed proper nouns through
phonetic and morphological adaptation, but the cultural motivations behind borrowings differ. While English
borrowings often symbolize classical prestige and Christian traditions, Uzbek borrowings highlight religious
faith, historical ties with neighboring civilizations, and the impact of political dominance.

Thus, borrowed proper nouns play a dual role: they enrich the vocabulary of a language and serve as
powerful markers of cultural identity. Their study provides valuable insights into intercultural communication,
historical interaction, and the shaping of national consciousness.

Future research may expand this topic by focusing on sociolinguistic aspects of naming practices, espe-
cially the role of globalization and digital culture in shaping new trends in personal and institutional names.
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