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THE PORTRAIT OF THE 
IMAGE OF MANFRED IN THE 

TRANSLATION OF J.G. BYRON’S 
POEM “MANFRED”

Kurbonov Parda Akhmedovich
Head of the Department of “Western Languages”

of Turan University Uzbekistan city Karshi

Abstract: This article analyzes the selfish behavior and low spirituality of a person based on the translation of the dra-
matic poem Manfred by the English poet J.G. Byron. Through the image of Manfred, Byron sought to depict a person’s 
dissatisfaction with life, his admiration for the beauty of nature, his hatred of selfish people, and his disobedience to spirits.

Key words: image, person, contrast, opinion, selfishness, impurity, freedom, verses, self-love, lust, loneliness, tragedy, 
life-loving, optimism, unwillingness to live, inability to die.
Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada ingliz shoiri J.G. Bayron tomonidan yozilgan “Manfred” dramatik poemasining tarjimasi 
asosida Manfred obrazi orqali insonning hayotdan nolishi, tabiat go‘zalligidan hayratlanishi, xudbin insonlarga nisbatan 
nafrati va ruhlarga bo‘ysunmasligi, shuningdek, inson fe’l-atvoridagi g‘ayritabiiy xudbinlik va ma’naviyatsizlik tahlil etiladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: obraz, inson, qarama-qarshi, fikr, xudbinlik, nopoklik, ozodlik, misralar, o‘zini sevish, nafs, yolg‘izlik, fojia-
viylik, hayotsevarlik, optimizm, yashashni istamaslik, o‘lishga qodir bo‘lmaslik.
Аннотация: В данной статье проанализированы эгоистичное поведение и низкий духовный уровень человека 
на основе перевода драматической поэмы английского поэта Дж.Г. Байрона “Манфред”. Через образ Манфреда 
автор стремится показать недовольство человека жизнью, восхищение красотой природы, ненависть к корыстным 
людям и неповиновение духам.

Ключевые слова: образ, человек, контраст, мнение, эгоизм, нечистота, свобода, стихи, себялюбие, страсть, оди-
ночество, трагизм, жизнелюбие, оптимизм, нежелание жить, невозможность умереть.

INTRODUCTION
The President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Sh.M. Mirziyoyev, at a meeting with representatives of the 

creative intelligentsia of our country, stated: “We will continue our work in this extremely important area with 
determination and consistency. After all, we have no right to forget that attention to literature, art, and culture is, 
first of all, attention to our people, attention to our future, and as our great poet Cholpon said: if literature and 
culture live, the nation can live” [1].

The purpose of the study is to reveal the work of the English poet J.G. Byron by linking it with the context 
of the emergence and development of English Romanticism. The task of the study is as follows: to analyze the 
reconstruction of the image of Manfred in the dramatic poem Manfred by the English poet J.G. Byron, in the 
translations of the Russian poet and translator Ivan Bunin and the Uzbek poet and translator Rauf Parfi.

The Main Part

Through the image of Manfred, Byron intended to depict man’s lamentation over life, his admiration for the 
beauty of nature, his hatred of selfish people, his disobedience to spirits, as well as the unnatural selfish nature 
and low spirituality of man. Byron’s thought is broad and lofty. Through the image of Manfred, he attempted to 
create a generalized philosophical portrayal of arrogant individuals. Rauf Parfi also interprets this vast world 
through this image; therefore, in his translations, he arrives at deep philosophical generalizations. The poem 
contrasts the helplessness of human power before the purity of nature. Manfred, who is fascinated by nature, 
does not represent all of humanity but rather an individual disappointed with life and bidding farewell to it:
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Original:

My mother Earth!
And thou fresh breaking Day, and you, ye Mountains,
Why are ye beautiful? I cannot love ye.
And thou, the bright eye of the universe,
That openest over all, and unto all
At a delight – thou shin’st not on my heart [2].

In Ivan Bunin’s translation:
Мать Земля!
Ты, юная денница, вы, о горы,
Зачем вы так прекрасны? – Не могу
Я вас любить. – И ты, вселенной око,
На целый мир отверстое с любовью,
Ты не даёшь отрады только мне! [3].

In Uzbek by Rauf Parfi:
O, onam, Yerim!
O, sen yosh kun! Tog‘lar bunchalar nechun
Go‘zalsiz! Seva olmayman sizni! … [4].

M.S. Kurginyan offered a clear assessment of the hero in the poem, stating that “Manfred is not only a 
victim of his time but also its hero.” He described selfishness, an impure heart, and a desire for power, and, 
on the other hand, provided clear insights into “the negative consequences of freethinking that arose due to 
freedom” in the human personality. The Uzbek translator depicted the tragic relationship between society and 
the hero, portraying Manfred as a flawless, or rather formidable, person who deserves to be hated by everyone.

In Ivan Bunin’s translation, the following lines appear:
Spirit:

Быть может, есть хоть что-нибудь, что ценно в твоих глазах?
Manfred:

О, нет! [5].

In Uzbek, these lines sound rather abstract:
Ruh:
O‘yla, istaging o‘rnini bosguvchi biror
In’om bormidir?

Manfred:
Yo‘q! [6].

The traits of selfishness and self-love, similar to the heroes of Eastern poems, are vividly depicted through 
the image of Manfred. Selfishness in the human psyche, disregard for others’ happiness, and an inability to 
love are some of Manfred’s tragic features. The flaws in Manfred’s character are philosophical, and the poet 
condemns human shortcomings through this image.

A mysterious figure typical of Romantic poetry appears in the poem: Astarte. In Sumerian and Babylonian 
mythology, Astarte, Ishtar (or Ishrat), is regarded as the goddess of love. Astarte represents the poet’s and 
the hero‘s highest ideal – the embodiment of love and humanity. Simultaneously, Astarte is glorified as the 
selfish hero‘s beloved. The hero confesses to having killed his beloved. What is the mysterious bond between 
Astarte and Manfred? The answer remains elusive; many researchers have speculated about it. This image 
represents the noblest aspect of Manfred’s soul. His selfishness, emotional instability, and loneliness constitute 
his negative sides. The Uzbek poet’s translation also reflects many hidden elements within this romantic image. 
When comparing the versions by Ivan Bunin and Rauf Parfi, it becomes clear that Feya (Astarte) symbolizes 
Manfred’s innocent youth and aspirations.

In Ivan Bunin’s translation, these qualities are expressed delicately:
Но ей не чуждо было и другое:
Участие к людям, слёзы и улыбки, –
Которых я не ведаю – смиренье,
Моей душе не сродное, – и нежность,
Что только к ней имел я… [7].
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In Uzbek, these lines retain a mysterious tone:
Menda yo‘q tuhfalar bor edi unda –
Tabassum, g‘amxo‘rlik, shafqat, men yolg‘iz
Unga mehr iltifot qilardim faqat.
Mutechilik ruhimdan mutloq begona [8].

The last lines in Rauf Parfi’s translation are somewhat distorted. For example, the word “смиренье” was 
hastily rendered as “mutechilik” (“servility”), altering the original meaning. In both Christianity and Islam, submis-
sion to God is viewed as a virtue. Astarte – innocent before God, compassionate toward people, and free of 
selfishness – represents the poet’s aesthetic ideal. The Uzbek translator accurately conveys both the spiritual 
closeness between Manfred and Astarte described in Byron’s verses and their profound differences:

Yomonimiz bizning – o‘rtada esa
Yaxshiligimiz bizning – undadir tanho.

In his conversation with the fairy, Manfred describes his spiritual depression and sins. He confesses to 
being superior to ordinary mortals, having achieved great power and strength, much like Faust, through his 
intellect and knowledge. However, he never strives to serve his homeland, nation, or humanity by establishing 
ideals such as justice, truth, equality, brotherhood, and freedom. His sole ambition is domination over people 
and nature. Naturally, such extreme arrogance and selfishness prevent him from attaining happiness, regard-
less of his power.

Faust, the hero of Goethe, differs from Manfred. They share intelligence, scientific genius, and mastery of 
magic, but Faust always triumphs over Mephistopheles’ blasphemous thoughts. Faust is life-loving and opti-
mistic, appreciating the beauties of nature and life.

In contrast, Manfred seeks to enslave the powerful forces of nature. He attempts to summon spirits with 
magic and subdue them, but these forces reject him, perceiving him as ignorant, selfish, and arrogant. Goethe’s 
Faust is an optimistic enlightener, while Byron’s Manfred is ungrateful, pessimistic, and selfish. Goethe’s Faust 
reflects Romanticism, whereas Byron’s Manfred leans toward realism, exposing humanity’s flaws mercilessly. 
Manfred despises his own humanity, aligning him more closely with Mephistopheles, Cain, and Lucifer than 
with Faust. This inner torment constitutes his tragedy. As a result, Manfred remains perpetually restless, his 
thoughts tormenting him day and night. Ivan Bunin’s translation powerfully conveys Manfred’s pride, dissatis-
faction with power, disregard for nature’s beauty, reluctance to live, and inability to die.

Rauf Parfi’s translation emphasizes Manfred’s bitter fate, his opposition to the world, and his preference 
for death over mental anguish:

Men o‘z xilvatimda yolg‘iz emasman,
Maloikalar g‘ij-g‘ij. Men tong qadar
Zulmat ichra qon qaqshab, chiqurman,
O‘zimni qarg‘ayman kunduzlar esa.
Saodat singari jununlikni men
Ko‘p marta so‘radim, yolbordim – u yo‘q.
Chorladim, ajalni ofat ichidan,
Meni yonlab, chetlab o‘tdi to‘lqinlar.
Ziyon keltirmaydir xavf-xatar. Berahm
Iblis qil ustiga keltirdi, biroq
Qil uzilmadi! Cheki yo‘q taxayyul,
Tubsiz o‘ylarimni girdobga otdi [9].

Unlike Manfred, Goethe’s Faust happily joins peasants, artisans, and common folk during festivities, cele-
brating with them. This affinity for ordinary people elevates Faust. Manfred, however, pursues knowledge and 
magic for selfish reasons – to dominate nature and the world. Goethe contrasts Faust’s free-thinking genius 
with Wagner, the bookish scholar detached from real life. Faust surpasses Byron’s Manfred in his love for life 
and people. Despite superficial similarities, Faust and Manfred are fundamentally different characters, shaped 
by distinct poetic intentions and philosophical concepts.
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LITERATURE REVIEW ON THE TOPIC
The study of Byron’s Manfred has attracted significant scholarly attention due to its complex philosoph-

ical and psychological dimensions. Jerome J. McGann highlights Byron’s attempt to construct a metaphysical 
rebellion against divine authority, portraying Manfred as a character burdened by guilt and existential defiance. 
McGann emphasizes Byron’s use of supernatural elements as reflections of inner psychological conflicts.

Harold Bloom interprets Manfred as a dramatic representation of the Romantic hero, emphasizing his 
isolation and tragic self-awareness. According to Bloom, Byron’s Manfred transcends conventional morality, 
embodying the Romantic aspiration for individual sovereignty.

Peter L. Thorslev identifies the Byronic hero archetype, noting that Manfred exemplifies the figure who is 
simultaneously rebellious and introspective, characterized by intellectual superiority and emotional suffering.

Furthermore, Susan J. Wolfson discusses Byron’s engagement with the Romantic sublime, suggesting 
that the natural landscapes in Manfred serve not only as backdrops but as active participants in reflecting the 
hero‘s internal turmoil.

The translations of Manfred by Ivan Bunin and Rauf Parfi offer additional dimensions for analysis. Bunin’s 
Russian version preserves the philosophical gravity of the original, while Parfi’s Uzbek translation introduces 
cultural nuances, particularly in rendering Astarte’s role, as observed by Uzbek literary critics.

This body of literature demonstrates the richness of Byron’s Manfred, inviting multidisciplinary approaches 
that combine literary criticism, translation studies, and cultural analysis.

ANALYSIS METHODOLOGY
Comparative-typological, comparative-historical, linguopoetic, and hermeneutic methods were applied to 

investigate the research topic. These approaches enabled a multidimensional exploration of the text, combining 
structural, historical, and interpretive analyses to reveal the philosophical and cultural complexities of Byron’s 
Manfred and its translations.

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS
The analytical phase of the study was designed prior to selecting specific research methodologies to 

ensure a comprehensive and objective evaluation of the primary sources and their translations. Through the 
application of comparative-typological and comparative-historical analysis, the core philosophical, psycholog-
ical, and cultural dimensions of Byron’s Manfred were systematically examined. Linguopoetic and hermeneutic 
approaches allowed for a deeper interpretation of symbolic and metaphysical elements within the text.

The comparative study of Ivan Bunin’s Russian translation and Rauf Parfi’s Uzbek translation revealed 
significant differences in the transmission of Byron’s thematic intentions. Bunin’s translation maintains the 
existential depth and tragic tone of Byron’s original work, while Parfi’s version introduces culturally specific 
nuances, particularly in the portrayal of Astarte and the moral struggles of Manfred.

The analysis demonstrated that the image of Manfred embodies the Romantic archetype of the rebellious, 
isolated hero consumed by guilt and internal conflict. His inability to reconcile his intellectual pursuits with 
emotional fulfillment ultimately leads to his existential despair. The role of nature as both a witness and partic-
ipant in Manfred’s psychological turmoil was highlighted in both translations, emphasizing Byron’s use of the 
sublime as a narrative device.

Furthermore, the study underscored the influence of cultural and religious contexts in the interpretation of 
key concepts such as sin, guilt, and redemption. The translations reflect not only linguistic differences but also 
varying worldviews shaped by the translators’ cultural backgrounds.

These findings confirm that Byron’s Manfred remains a rich source for cross-cultural literary analysis, 
offering insights into the universal and particular aspects of human nature across linguistic and cultural bound-
aries.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
A comparative analysis of Byron’s Manfred and Goethe’s Faust reveals both significant similarities and 

profound differences between these two iconic Romantic figures. Both characters exhibit an insatiable thirst for 
knowledge and have mastered not only conventional sciences but also esoteric disciplines such as alchemy, 
astrology, occultism, meditation, spiritualism, and magic. Their intellectual pursuits transcend ordinary academic 
boundaries, extending into the metaphysical realms of existence.

Despite these similarities, the fundamental divergence between Manfred and Faust lies in their respective 
worldviews and moral orientations. Faust ultimately embraces humanism, striving for redemption and contrib-
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uting to the betterment of society through his knowledge. His character embodies optimism, engagement with 
human values, and a desire to serve others.

In contrast, Manfred remains isolated, consumed by guilt, pride, and existential despair. His pursuit of 
power is self-centered, seeking dominion over nature and supernatural forces rather than aiming for collective 
well-being. Unlike Faust, who interacts with the community and seeks purpose through human connection, 
Manfred rejects society, remaining trapped within his inner turmoil.

These findings suggest that while both characters reflect the intellectual ambition characteristic of 
Romantic heroes, their ethical trajectories diverge sharply. Faust represents the ideal of knowledge in service of 
humanity, whereas Manfred epitomizes the dangers of unchecked pride and intellectual isolation. This compar-
ative perspective highlights the cultural and philosophical diversity within Romantic literature and offers valu-
able insights for contemporary literary studies and translation theory.
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