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EDUCATIONAL 
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 

QUESTION-AND-ANSWER 
TECHNIQUE IN WORKING 

WITH ENGLISH TEXTS
Muradulloyeva Sevinch Soxibjon qizi

Samarkand State Institute of Foreign Languages
2nd year student

ORCID: 0009-0004-3642-3766
Abstract: This article explores the educational effectiveness of the question-and-answer technique in developing reading 
comprehension skills in English among high school students. The study involved the formation of experimental and 
control groups, using tests and interviews to evaluate the impact of the method. The findings revealed that the ques-
tion-and-answer approach significantly enhanced students’ abilities to engage with texts actively, think critically, and draw 
independent conclusions. Furthermore, the level and type of questions were found to be crucial in developing students’ 
reading skills. These results highlight the importance of the effective use and methodological refinement of the ques-
tion-and-answer technique in educational settings.

Key words: question-and-answer technique, reading comprehension in English, educational effectiveness, critical 
thinking, student motivation, interactive learning, language learning methodology.
Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada savol-javob usulining ingliz tilidagi matnlarni tushunish ko‘nikmalarini rivojlantirishdagi 
ta’limiy samaradorligi o‘rganilgan. Tadqiqotda eksperimental va nazorat guruhlari shakllantirilib, metodikaning ta’siri testlar 
va suhbatlar orqali baholandi. Natijalar savol-javob texnikasi o‘quvchilarning matnga faol yondashuvi, tanqidiy fikrlashi 
va mustaqil xulosa chiqarish qobiliyatini sezilarli darajada oshirganini ko‘rsatdi. Shuningdek, savollarning darajasi va turi 
o‘quvchilarning o‘qish ko‘nikmalarini shakllantirishda muhim omil sifatida namoyon bo‘ldi. Tadqiqot natijalari savol-javob 
usulini samarali qo‘llash va uni metodik jihatdan takomillashtirish zarurligini ta’kidlaydi.

Kalit so‘zlar: savol-javob texnikasi, ingliz tilida o‘qishni tushunish, ta’limiy samaradorlik, tanqidiy fikrlash, o‘quvchi moti-
vatsiyasi, interaktiv o‘qitish, til o‘rganish metodikasi.
Аннотация: В статье рассматривается образовательная эффективность метода вопросов и ответов в развитии 
навыков понимания английских текстов среди старшеклассников. В ходе исследования были сформированы экс-
периментальная и контрольная группы, влияние метода оценивалось с помощью тестов и интервью. Результаты 
показали, что метод вопросов и ответов значительно повысил способность учащихся активно работать с текстами, 
критически мыслить и делать самостоятельные выводы. Кроме того, уровень и тип вопросов оказались важными 
факторами в формировании навыков чтения. Полученные данные подчеркивают необходимость эффективного 
применения и методической проработки метода вопросов и ответов в образовательном процессе.

Ключевые слова: метод вопросов и ответов, понимание английского текста, образовательная эффективность, 
критическое мышление, мотивация учащихся, интерактивное обучение, методика изучения языка.

INTRODUCTION
In the modern educational process, the development of students’ skills in understanding and effectively 

using English texts is of great importance. For high school students in particular, reading comprehension refers 
not only to the ability to decode words but also to interpret and analyze the content of a text in depth. The appli-
cation of various pedagogical methods and techniques in this context serves to enhance the effectiveness of 
learning. Among these, the question-and-answer technique is widely implemented due to its interactive nature 
and capacity to promote active learning.

This method encourages students to reflect on the content, identify the main idea and supporting details, 
and develop critical thinking skills. It not only helps focus students’ attention but also broadens their oppor-
tunities for practical language application. Therefore, examining the educational effectiveness of the ques-
tion-and-answer technique and its systematic incorporation into instructional practice is a timely and relevant 
issue.
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This article analyzes the impact of the question-and-answer technique on students’ language competen-
cies when engaging with English texts. It explores its contribution to improving learning outcomes and provides 
insights into strategies for practical implementation. The main objective of the study is to evaluate the effec-
tiveness of the question-and-answer method in fostering reading comprehension skills among high school 
students.

LITERATURE REVIEW ON THE TOPIC
The educational effectiveness of the question-and-answer technique in the development of English reading 

comprehension skills has been the subject of extensive research by various scholars. Brown (2001), in his 
work Teaching by Principles, emphasizes that the question-and-answer method is a crucial tool for engaging 
students, directing their attention to the text, and fostering critical thinking. He argues that well-formulated ques-
tions engage students as active participants rather than passive listeners, thereby enhancing the effectiveness 
of the learning process.

Harmer (2007) indicates that the question-and-answer methodology not only deepens reading compre-
hension but also strengthens oral communication skills. Through this approach, students are encouraged to 
articulate their thoughts clearly and draw logical conclusions based on textual evidence.

Nation (2009), in his research, observes that the question-and-answer technique effectively improves 
students’ ability to extract both explicit and implicit information from texts. He highlights the method’s value in 
guiding learners toward independent inference-making. Nuttall (1996) classifies questions into factual, analyt-
ical, and evaluative categories, each playing a distinctive role in the staged development of reading skills.

Chastain (1988) points out that the question-and-answer method motivates learners to engage actively 
with the text, which significantly enhances their overall learning motivation. This motivational component is 
essential for sustaining learners’ interest in the language acquisition process over time.

In the context of Uzbekistan, the integration of interactive pedagogical methods–particularly the ques-
tion-and-answer technique–has received increasing attention in recent years. Islamova (2020), for instance, 
notes that this method raises students’ interest in English and improves their ability to understand and express 
textual content accurately. Nevertheless, under current educational conditions, there remains a pressing need 
for more comprehensive and empirical studies on how this technique affects students’ linguistic performance 
and academic achievement.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
In this study, both qualitative and quantitative methods were employed to examine the influence of the ques-

tion-and-answer technique on the development of reading comprehension skills in English among high school 
students. To gather primary data, an in-class experimental teaching approach was implemented. Reading 
comprehension exercises were administered to two groups: the experimental group was instructed using the 
question-and-answer technique, while the control group received instruction through traditional methods.

Students’ reading comprehension levels were evaluated through pre-test and post-test assessments. Addi-
tionally, semi-structured interviews were conducted with both teachers and students to gain deeper insights 
into the perceived strengths and weaknesses of the method. The collected data were analyzed using statistical 
analysis for quantitative results and content analysis for qualitative responses. Based on this dual-method 
approach, the educational effectiveness of the question-and-answer technique was systematically determined.

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS
The results of the tests and interviews conducted during the study confirmed that the question-and-answer 

technique had a clearly positive impact on the development of English reading comprehension skills among 
high school students. Students in the experimental group scored 20% higher than those in the control group in 
both pre-test and post-test assessments, demonstrating an increased effectiveness of learning activities when 
using the question-and-answer method.

Significant progress was particularly observed in students’ ability to identify the main ideas in texts, 
distinguish between facts and details, and draw logical inferences. Interview findings revealed that the ques-
tion-and-answer technique plays a crucial role in cultivating an active attitude toward reading tasks. Teachers 
noted that this method helped improve students’ concentration and promoted more meaningful exchanges of 
ideas in the classroom. Moreover, students expressed that the technique made them feel like active partici-
pants in the lesson and increased their motivation to comprehend text content.

However, some students experienced difficulties in responding to complex, especially inferential, ques-
tions. This highlighted the necessity of tailoring questions to students’ language proficiency levels. Scientific 
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analysis supports the conclusion that the question-and-answer technique enhances student engagement, 
fosters independent thinking, and strengthens textual analysis skills.

According to Brown (2001) and Harmer (2007), this approach not only deepens students’ understanding 
of texts but also promotes practical language usage. The findings of this research affirm that both the level and 
type of questions–factual, analytical, and evaluative–are decisive in developing students’ critical thinking and 
reading comprehension skills.

These outcomes also point to the need for a more systematic and methodological integration of the 
question-and-answer technique into the educational process. Adapting question types to students’ language 
levels, sequencing questions by cognitive demand, and increasing the frequency of interactive sessions can all 
contribute to more effective teaching. Furthermore, developing specialized training modules and methodolog-
ical manuals for teachers is essential for unlocking the full educational potential of this technique.

In summary, the introduction of the question-and-answer technique into English language instruction in 
high schools significantly improves students’ reading comprehension and increases their motivation to learn. 
These findings justify the need for its regular and structured application within the curriculum.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
The results of this study demonstrate that the question-and-answer technique plays a crucial role in the 

effective development of English reading comprehension skills among high school students. The significantly 
higher performance of students in the experimental group on reading tests, along with positive feedback from 
interviews, confirms the pedagogical value of integrating this method into the educational process.

The question-and-answer approach not only enhances students’ active engagement with texts but also 
fosters critical thinking and the ability to draw independent conclusions. The study also highlighted the impor-
tance of aligning questions with students’ language proficiency levels and employing a range of question types–
factual, analytical, and evaluative–to ensure comprehensive development.

This methodological diversity enables the organization of more interactive and student-centered lessons, 
which in turn boosts learners’ interest in English and promotes well-rounded language competence. As a result, 
the widespread implementation of the question-and-answer technique contributes to increased motivation and 
more effective acquisition of language skills.

Looking ahead, it is essential to strengthen teachers’ methodological expertise to ensure the consistent 
and effective application of this technique. Ongoing professional development, including training in the design 
and sequencing of question types, will be critical to maximizing the educational impact of the question-and-an-
swer method in English language instruction.
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